
We are delighted to begin a new season of Faith Formation at St. Luke’s on Sun-
day, September 11 from 9:00 - 9:45am. For the first time in two years, all classes
will meet in person. Carefully selected curricula for preschoolers through adults
will focus on growing and forming our Christian faith with God and with one
another. There’s something for everyone during our faith formation time to-
gether on Sunday morning.

• Preschool - PreK: Exploring God’s Word through a play-based curriculum
called Focus. 

• Kindergarten - 5th grade: Bringing back the well-loved Holy Moly curriculum
where the Bible is brought to life with engaging lessons and activities. All of
our lessons include take home resources to extend the learning within your own
homes and families. 

• Middle School: Delving into the mystery of the Holy Spirit and moving them
through growth and discovery with the Collaborate curriculum. There will also
be a Confirmation program during the winter months. 

• High School: Exploring the Faith Lab curriculum published through the
ELCA website which leads to thoughtful discussion. 

• Adult study: Reading and discussing “A Door Set Open”; led by Pastor Galen
(see the article to the left for more details). 

• Nursery:will be fully open this year and we are looking for people willing to
be in the nursery during faith formation as well as during worship service. We
are in the process of hiring a nursery coordinator, also. 

• Children’s Church: this ministry will also resume this fall. Following the chil-
dren’s sermon, children are escorted to a classroom where they engage in age-
appropriate lessons and crafts that are simple and easy to facilitate by adult lay
leaders.

If you have a heart for little ones and are willing to help in any of these ministry
areas, it would be so appreciated…thank you! If interested, please contact Ka-
rina Rhodes rhodeskarina5@gmail.com or Meredith Bricker
meredith.bricker@gmail.com. 

he Is the potter,
We are the Clay

(continued on the next page)

Over the past eight months Pastor
Galen has been guiding us through a
process of healing and hope. It is time
for the next step - transformation. It is
time for each of us to put effort into
moving forward. 

All adults are invited and encouraged
to attend the Sunday morning adult
Bible study beginning September 11
from 9:00 – 9:45am. The 7-week class
will be led by Pastor Galen and will
focus on key elements in the book, “A
Door Set Open” by Peter Steinke. 

Pastor Galen
studied with
Steinke as part
of Bridge
Builders and
Healthy Organi-
zations. The
study guide and
d i s c u s s i o n
questions for

the book, created by Pastor Galen, will
lead us through the next step in mak-
ing sure the entire congregation is on
the same page. 

For those who cannot attend the Sun-
day morning study, small groups that
will meet during the week are form-
ing. Check the list in the Narthex and
find a time that works for you. Every-
one is encouraged to participate.

‘a Door set Open’
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Completion of this study takes us up to Reformation, followed
by our 40th Anniversary Celebration. All of this is leading us
to be ready to start our visioning process. Visioning is re-
quired in preparation to call a new pastor. 

We love Pastor Galen and are grateful for all he has done for
us, but we know he is an interim pastor helping us through
this process. Please prayerfully consider attending one of the
groups that will be going through “A Door Set Open.”

adult bible study (continued)

‘rejoice With me’
Jesus Will Not Give up On us even When We have Wandered away

By Pastor Galen, Intentional Interim Pastor

One of highlights of our trip to Rome and the western
Mediterranean this summer was our tour of the Catacombs
of Priscilla. These catacombs in Rome were the burial place
for Christians during the 2nd to 4th Century CE, a time of per-
secution and martyrdom. On the walls of the underground
tunnels and in alcove-like chapels were some of the earliest
Christian art. For example, the earliest representation of Mary
holding baby Jesus is there. Also there is an image of Jesus,
the Good Shepherd carrying a lamb on his shoulders. Some
believe the catacombs were places of worship during a time
of persecution. Our experience was like being on holy ground.

In the Gospel of Luke, chapter 15, Jesus told a parable of the
lost sheep. This gospel story will be coming up in our worship
in September.  Jesus told this parable because there were those
who grumbled that he “welcomes sinners and eats with
them.” (Thank God, they were right, because he also wel-
comes us to eat with him.)  Jesus said, “Which one of you, hav-
ing a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave
the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is
lost until he finds it? When he has found it, he lays it on his
shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes home, he calls to-
gether his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ’Rejoice with
me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ Just so, I tell you,
there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents
than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repen-
tance.” (Luke 15:4-7).

The word “until” jumps out at me; “until” he finds it. The
Good Shepherd does not give up looking for the one who is
lost “until he finds it.” The image in the catacombs of Jesus as
the Good Shepherd gives witness to this powerful parable. It
says to us that our Lord does not give up on us even when we
have wandered away. And the Good Shepherd is also the

character of the church. We are to be a church that never gives
up on welcoming those who are estranged.

September would be a good time to call up an old friend and
invite him or her to join you for worship and study at St.
Luke’s. Or invite her or him to participate in one of St. Luke’s
mission projects. Or invite parents or grandparents to bring
their children to Faith Formation classes. Let us never give up
on being the hands and feet and loving heart of the Good
Shepherd. Come and let us rejoice together!

Blessings of Peace!

The Lost Sheep painting by Alfred Usher Soord



WOW bible study
How can we trust God when we
face the dark? A prayer in the night.
Our weekly Wednesday morning
women's Bible study (WOW) is
starting back up for the year on Sep-
tember 14. All women are invited to
join from 9:15-10:30am in the Gath-
ering Room (there will be a Zoom
option for those not able to attend in
person). The group will be reading
and discussing Tish Harrison War-
ren's book, "Prayer in the Night."
For more information, contact:
Linda Reyelts
       (lreyelts@gmail.com)
Eunice Johnson
       (eunicethurman75@gmail.com)
or Meredith Bricker
       (meredith.bricker@gmail.com)

Bible Races, Quest, Jug Jam, Shirley
Temples, and Candle Prayer ... these
were a few of our favorite things from
St. Luke’s Youth Group in Spring 2022.

It’s time to kick off another year with
some of these old favorites and some
new activities and meaningful conver-
sations about living out our faith.

All youth from 7th through 12th grade
are invited to join starting September
18 from 6-8pm, with a special invite for
parents to join us for dinner and intro-

step INtO It Youth Group
Calendar

September
Sunday 18th – Youth Group Kick Off 6-8pm
Sunday 25th – Youth Meeting 6-8pm

October
Sunday 9th – Youth Meeting + Service Project 6-8pm
Sunday 23rd – Youth Meeting 6-8pm 

November
Friday 4th to Sunday 6th – The CHARGE – Great Wolf Lodge, TUC
Sunday 20th – Youth Meeting 6-8pm 

December
Sunday 4th – Youth Meeting 6-8pm
Sunday 18th – Youth Meeting 6-8pm

Journey to God’s Inner Sanctuary with Sunday Night Youth Group

ductions and to discuss our plans for
the year. The fall meeting schedule is
below.

This year’s theme: the Bridges, An-
chors, and Maps that help us under-
stand God’s word in today’s world.
Our Bible verse for the year: “His hope
is a strong and trustworthy anchor for
our souls. It leads us through the cur-
tain into God’s inner sanctuary.” He-
brews 6:19.

Looking forward to a great year ahead!

meaningful
discussions

special
friendships

good
eats

WHAT’S BEHIND THE CURTAIN?

Fall Worship
schedule

beginning sunday, september 11 

Faith Formation classes 9:00am
Worship service 10:00am



Council makes plans to enhance the use and
appearance of the Church Facility

By Fred Reyelts, Council President
During Council’s spring retreat and orientation, one of the topics we discussed was ways to increase the utilization of the church
building and property for the benefit of our neighbors and our congregation. This included ways to add a welcoming appearance
to our church. Council has been discussing, evaluating and prioritizing ideas. This summer we upgraded the sanctuary computer
system. During the August Council meeting, we approved moving forward with additional key “church refresh”projects:

Outdoor
Digital
Sign

Church
Wi-Fi
Upgrade

Sanctuary
Computer
System

Trail Sign
and restora-
tion/Eagle
Scout project

Focused
Parking Lot
Repair

Sanctuary
Projectors

Steeple
Crosses
Lighting

To fund these updates and changes, Council is tapping into existing church resources. The computer system was funded by the
Technology Replacement Fund; new sanctuary projectors and church wide wi-fi updates will also come out of this fund. The
outdoor projects will be paid out of the 2006 Capital Campaign Fund.

A short video presentation on the 2022 Refresh projects will take place immediately following the worship service on Sunday,
September 11 in the sanctuary.

someone Is thinking of You: Caring Card Ministry
Did you know that St. Luke’s has a
Caring Card Ministry? For years, St.
Luke’s has sent personal cards to
our members. Congratulations, get
well, sympathy, thank you, wel-
come, birth and baptism cards,
thinking of you cards. We try to
catch your life moments and just let
you know that St. Luke’s is thinking
of you.

This spring, a group of our faithful
members was gleaning items from
our overstuffed closets and came

across five boxes of cards: regular
greeting cards, a bundle of cards
which were made by VBS kids in
2015, and others which were created
by our WOW group several years
ago. Some of the cards were tossed
because of old age, the rest were
sorted and handed out to our team.
You just may be surprised!

There are a couple of ways you can
enhance our ability to reach out to
you and others.
• Contact the church office if you or

someone you know needs a friendly
word.
• If you have a extra greeting cards
or postage stamps, we would be
glad to put them to use. Please drop
these off at the office, labeled “Card
Ministry.”

A big thank goes to our Caring Card
Teams, both from the past and now,
the present: Gretchen Weaver, Shari
Ruschman, Ginger Williams. Please
share your requests and ideas with
them, as well.



Plan to be a part of our 40th Anniversary Celebration. Events begin on Sunday, November 6 and
conclude on Sunday, November 13 with special activities planned during the week. 

Pastor Mark Hellmann (Sept. 1982 - June 1995) will lead worship on November 6 with refresh-
ments following. On November 13, Pastor Frank Rothfuss (Sept. 1997 - May 2013) will preside
with a service of healing and hope. A special 40th Anniversary choir will sing during both serv-
ices. Rehearsals will be every Tuesday from 6-7pm starting September 6. Contact Kim Owens,
Director of Music Ministries, if you’d like to participate.

Monday, Nov. 7 at 7pm join us for a discussion that will inspire us to listen to all those God puts
in our midst. On Wednesday, Nov. 9 at 7pm enjoy a joyful music event that will bring together
musicians and singers from the past and present to praise God. Contact Kim Owens, Director of
Music Ministries, if you’d like to share your musical talent.

40th
ANNIVERSARY

Celebration
November 6 - 13, 2022St. Luke’s Lutheran Church

40th Anniversary Fun Facts from the Early Days

The number 40 appears in the Bible 146 times. It generally symbolizes a period of testing, trial,
and then, triumph. 

St. Luke’s began over a cup of coffee and the desire to establish a loving, healing Christian
community. The fledgling church was approved for affiliation in the American Lutheran
Church (ALC) in May 1982. They named their church after St. Luke, the healing physician. 

The first pastor called by St. Luke’s congregation, Mark Hellmann, and his
bride, Jeannie, were married during the Sunday worship service in 1988.

St. Luke’s first Vacation Bible Day Camp was held at Townsend Park in 1983. The
theme was “The Exodus.”

An early Sunday service was added and weekly communion became standard in
1986. A Saturday evening service was added in 1988.

The original sanctuary, dedicated in 1984, was been expanded three times.



LWr school kits

Fp Donations

1-Day habitat build in Gr

Quilters Group

Join the St. Luke’s crew on Thurs-
day, September 29 from 8:00AM -
4:00PM.  Sign up here:
http://vhub.at/StLukesGR

Social Justice ministry team contin-
ues  collecting supplies for Lutheran
World Relief (LWR) school kits.
Please place your donations in the
bins in the Narthex through the end
of the month. Supplies requested:

• 70-sheet notebooks of wide or col-
lege-rules paper
• 30 centimeter/12 inch rulers
• Small pencil sharpeners
• Blunt scissors 
• Packs of 5 unsharpened #2 pencils
with erasers
• Packs of 5 black or blue ballpoint
pens (no gel ink)
• Boxes of 16 or 24 crayons
• 21⁄2” erasers
In addition, sturdy drawstring
backpack-style cloth bags with
shoulder straps are needed.
For more info:
lwr.org/kits/school-kits

Join the St. Luke’s Piecemakers on
Saturday September 10 at 10:00am
to make Lutheran World Relief
quilts. For more info, contact Renee
Brinks or Sue Stevens.

an ecumenically-Celebrated season of Care for Our planet

Worship team retreat for Current and Interested members

By Paula Gaylord, Chair of Social Justice ministry team

I recently received an email from an ecumenical justice
group that highlighted the upcoming Season of Cre-
ation. This was news to me, yet not to the ELCA!

“For Christians, care of the Earth is not an environmen-
tal cause,” said Rev. David Rhoads. “Rather, it is cen-
tral to our holy calling to treasure the Earth and to care
for it as our common home, fully integrating creation-care into our love of God
and neighbor.”

The 2019 Churchwide Assembly endorsed the Earth Charter. Its 4 pillars and 16
principles address equitable sustainability and sufficiency for all communities;
and it aligns with ELCA social teachings. Implementation of the Earth Charter is
ongoing.  There are devotions, liturgies, and prayers for this season on the ELCA
website, www.elca.org.

The Season of Creation is a relatively recent ecumenical initiative, observed each
year from Sept. 1 to Oct. 4. The World Council of Churches has supported the
Season of Creation for decades, and today Catholic, Orthodox, and Protestant
churches participate, including the ELCA. Thus, the Season of Creation provides
a rich opportunity to recognize with millions of Christians around the world our
shared faith and our shared concern for the planet. 

Travis Atkinson and Kim Owens will be hosting a Worship Team Retreat on Sun-
day, September 25 after the worship service. All current members and those inter-
ested in joining our worship team are invited. This includes anyone who is a singer,
musician, audio visual technician, and sound technician.

Here is a brief outline of what is happening.
• 11:30am Potluck & social time in Gathering Room. Bring a dish to pass.
• 12:00pm Devotion and Singing
• 12:15-12:30pm First Session
• 12:40-1:30pm Second Session
• 1:30pm Close & singing of “Abba, Father” in the sanctuary

All music will be provided at the retreat. Just bring your willingness to serve!
Any questions, reach out to Kim at stlkowens@gmail.com!

Thank you
to all who
generously
provided
items for
our Family
Promise
collection.

samaritas’ annual Fundraising Gala in person september 19
Samaritas will host its seventh annual
Be the Rock Gala at the Amway
Grand Plaza on Sept 19. Olympian
Scott Hamilton will be the keynote
speaker. For tickets or more info:
www.samaritas.org/BeTheRock



Lord In Your Mercy, Hear Our Prayers

* Linda Vanderhorst (back surgery)
* Lucy McMurtrie (covid and health concerns)
* Megan Barlow (niece of Tracy Flanders)
* Muriel (infusions for cancer treatment)
* Sue Jennings
* Fred Finn (health concerns)
* Melinda (healing)
* Dick and Nancy Simpson (prayers for decisions and health)
* Jeannette Brownson (friend of Sarah Elliott, going through
       chemotherapy and cancer trial treatments)
* Justin Van Beek (Rev. Molly’s brother-in-law, a young dad with 
a very serious heart condition)
* Harry and Agatha Jakubiak (parents of Marv Jakubiak, health concerns)
* Chip Sakala (one year old grandson of Pat & Larry Sakala, health concerns)
* Michaella Barton (friend of Maddie Ward being treated for leukemia)

Thanksgiving
*We are thankful for our faith formation teachers as they begin the new year, and for our youngest members who bring
boundless joy to our church. 
*We are thankful for Sarah, Paula, Erin, Lori, Nancy, and Chris and the time they spent cleaning out and organizing
classrooms. 
*We are thankful for our Pastors Galen and Marcia, and their compassionate leadership. 

Our Home Bound
*Al         *Joyce      *Tudy       *Else      *Judy      *Ruth      * Lynn    

Our Sympathy 
For the families and friends of the millions worldwide who have died from Covid.

Our Prayer Focus 
*Youth, teachers, and staff beginning a new school year
*Northview Mentor Program
*ACCESS of West Michigan
*Bishops Elizabeth and Craig
*Ascension Lutheran Church in Saginaw
*Peace for the Ukrainian and Russian people

Serving in Public Safety
Local and State Police Officers, EMTs, Chaplains, Health Care workers and Firefighters
Army - Taylor Ahn, Max Angel, Jacob Bacarella, Nathaniel & Rachel Mitcavish, Alex Yurush
Air Force - Michael Bayer, Alex & Ashley Bickel, Dan Morris, Melissa Mazer, Kelli Walker
Air Force Reserves - Molly Martinez-Bayer    
Marines - Jordan Adams   
National Guard - Gabriel Wiltzer      
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2022 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
    1 2 3 

    6:30 Summer Concert  
          Series 
 

  
9:00 St Mary / St Mina 
Coptic Church 
 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
9:30 Worship Service Labor Day 

Office Closed 

2:00 Staff Meeting 
4:45 Supper House 
5:30 Executive Team 
6:00 Choir Practice 

 

4:15 Golf League 1:00 Stephen Ministers 6:00 Degage  
10:00 PieceMakers 
Quilting 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
Rally Day!!  
9:00 Faith Formation  
10:00 Worship 
 
 

9:00am Counting Team 
7:00 Finance Meeting 

2:00 Staff Meeting 
6:00 Choir Practice 
6:45 Council 

9:15 Wow Bible Study 
4:15 Golf League 
 

   
9:00 St Mary / St Mina 
Coptic Church 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
9:00 Faith Formation  
10:00 Worship 
 

9:00am Counting Team 2:00 Staff Meeting 
6:00 Choir Practice 

9:15 Wow Bible Study 
4:15 Golf League 

1:00 Stephen Ministers DeColores Weekend 
Begins 

 

25 26 27 28 29 30  
9:00 Faith Formation  
10:00 Worship 
 

9:00am Counting Team 2:00 Staff Meeting 
6:00 Choir Practice 
 

9:15 Wow Bible Study 
4:15 Golf League 

8:00 Habitat Build in GR   
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the epIstLe is published monthly as a min-
istry of st. Luke’s Lutheran Church of Grand
rapids, michigan. the congregation is invited
to submit articles to the Communications
staff: karina rhodes and Linda reyelts. arti-
cles are due by the third sunday of each
month. 

Church staff
ministers..................................all members
Interim pastor .......................Galen knutson
support pastor......................marcia schultz
Dir. music ministries ..................kim Owens
treasurer ..........................Denise spaulding
Office administrator..............karina rhodes
Custodian ...................................eric Glazier
maintenance ......................mike Fessenden

phone Number ......................616-363-2381
Website ...................saintlukeschurch.org
e-mail ........office@saintlukeschurch.org
Facebook ...........facebook.com/stlukesgr
address ................3215 Four mile rd. Ne

Grand rapids, mI 49525

Congregation Council
executive team
president .................................Fred reyelts
Vice president ......................kevin konarska
secretary...................................Ginni Drews
ministry Liaison & support
Faith Formation ............tammy hunsberger
Finance ......................................Diane rabe
Good News/Connecting .....theresa Cottrell
Growth & property ......................bill merrill
social Justice/stewardship .....mike Lampen
Worship & music..................travis atkinson
Youth/Comms & tech.................eric bricker

s a i n t l u k e s c h u r c h . o r g

The North/West Lower Michigan Synod’s WELCA will be holding a one-day re-
treat on Saturday, September 24 at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Big Rapids from
9:30am – 4:00pm.

Pastor Sharon VanDam will be the guest speaker and the mini retreat will also in-
clude opportunities for fellowship, Bible study, and worship.

Registration cost is $10 (payable at the door). Please RSVP to Ann Rundhaug at
231-938-1607 or prund@freeway.net. For more information, visit:
www.mittensynod.org/event/welca-mini-retreat/

WeLCa mini retreat • september 24

Church Council highlights for august

• Council approved the recommendation by the Personnel Committee to offer Ka-
rina Rhodes the position of Office Administrator.

•  Personnel Committee has posted the position for nursery coordinator.  

• Council approved moving forward with specific church updates using exiting re-
sources from the Technology Fund and Capital Campaign Fund.  

• 40th Anniversary Celebration team working hard. All former and current bishops,
pastors, staff, and congregation members will be invited.

For a synopsis of the minutes, contact Karina Rhodes in the church office:
office@saintlukeschurch.org

Equipping Leaders for Mission and Ministry (ELMM) will be holding three
events in September, October, and November. All events will be held via
Zoom. 

September 16-17
       Exodus, Covenant, and Wilderness with Prof. Rachel Wrenn
October 14-15
       Prophets Before the Exile with Prof. George C. Heider
November 11-12
       A History of God's People with Prof. George C. Heider

Registration for these events here: www.elmm.org/events

equipping Leaders for mission and ministry Fall events


