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Easter Is a Season of hope

By Galen Knutson, Intentional Interim Pastor

“Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!” That’s our Easter
greeting. Easter is more than a bright day in an otherwise dark
year. Easter is a gift of God’s hope. As a church we will continue
to celebrate Easter for a season of a week-of-weeks and a festival

day (Pentecost). Easter hope is central to who we are as a church, as the Body
of Christ in the world.

During the Easter season our Sunday gospel stories include people like Mary
Magdalene who was first to recognize the risen Lord. He said to her, “Why are
you weeping?” “Go, tell the Good News!” We meet Thomas who was brought
to profound faith when he saw the wounds of Christ. He said, “My Lord and
my God!” We meet Peter who had denied Jesus in that dark night of betrayal.
Jesus sought him out and asked him, “Do you love me?” “You know I love
you,” Peter said. Jesus said, then feed my sheep.

Easter is a season we hear the voice of the Good
Shepherd who calls his own by name. In faith we
hear him call our name, yours and mine among
them.  Jesus promises us his presence in our lives
as a gift of peace. And he prays for us. The Easter
season is a season of hope.

Yet, Easter is not faith with blinders. There is no denying we live in a time that
challenges our Easter hope. In the sixth century before Christ the Babylonians
had invaded Israel and destroyed Jerusalem. Leading citizens were forcibly re-
located to what is present day Iraq. Their captors taunted them and mocked
them with words remembered in Psalm 137: “By the rivers of Babylon – there
we sat down and there we wept when we remembered Zion. On the willows
there we hung up our harps. For there our captors asked us for songs and our
tormentors asked for mirth, saying, ‘Sing us one of the songs of Zion!’ How
could we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land?” Does their lament sound fa-
miliar?

Prophets proclaimed a future that was in God’s hands. In Isaiah 40 we hear

The congregation is invited to an End-
of-Year Celebration with our Faith
Formation families on Sunday, May
22 during the Faith Formation hour
(9:45am - 10:45am).

This will be a time of fellowship and
fun, and a way to showcase all that
our children and youth have been
learning this past year. There will be
a special appreciation for the Faith
Formation teachers and helpers as
well. Light refreshments (donuts, cof-
fee, fruit) will be served.

Celebrating Faith Formation

Do You hear the Voice of the Good Shepherd?

(continued on the next page)
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Beginning Sunday May 29, St.
Luke’s will transition to a 9:30am
worship time that will continue
through Labor Day weekend. The
Worship & Music team is also ex-
ploring a change in our worship and
Faith Formation schedules for the
fall. The idea of a congregational
survey about this topic and others
will be discussed more fully this
spring. 

New Worship Time
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God’s voice of hope: “Comfort, O comfort my people, says
your God.”  “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every val-
ley shall be lifted up and every mountain and hill be made
low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough
places a plain.” And Jeremiah proclaims this promise of God:
“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord,
plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future
with hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11).

St. Luke’s Lutheran Church shares in this season of hope.  We
are faithfully gathering for worship, learning, witness, and
service in the name of our risen Lord. We pray for one an-
other. We are welcoming all to join in what God is doing.  And
we are planning for a future that is faithful to what God is call-
ing us to be, at this time and at this place.

“Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!”

Easter Is a Season of hope (continued)

Kim Owens was introduced to the congregation during the Sunday, April 24 worship
service as the new Director of Music Ministries. Kim brings to this part-time staff position
a wealth of experience in coordinating and leading worship music, both at St. Luke’s in
the past and at Trinity Lutheran Church more recently. You may recognize her as one of
the worship team singers and as the trumpet player at Easter service. Kim is also a band
instructor for the Forest Hills school district.

We are so pleased that Kim has accepted this position and will begin her duties this
month, working in conjunction with the Worship & Music ministry team: Travis Atkin-
son, Tracy Flanders, Kathy Tokarek, and Nancy Ward. Kim will be responsible for over-
seeing St. Luke’s music program in collaboration with pastors, music staff and lay
worship leaders; utilizing the talented musicians and vocalists at St. Luke’s, selecting
music in a wide variety of musical styles and arrangements, and more.

The Worship & Music ministry team, along with the Personnel Committee, conducted
an internal and external search to fill this position. After discussions and interviews with
Kim, she was recommended and approved by the Church Council in April. Kim will
serve in this role while the Worship & Music ministry team discerns what the needs are
moving forward and who would best fill those needs. Learn more about the search/hir-
ing process: Read the Council proposal; Watch the announcement video.

Kim and her husband, Lance, with their sons Brandon and Chris, are long-time members
of St. Luke’s.

St. Luke’s Welcomes a Part-Time Director of Music Ministries to the Staff 

highlights from the Church Council Retreat 
During their retreat in April, the Church Council identified nine core ministries and 20+ additional ministries at St.
Luke’s. The council began to strategize ways to share and celebrate these ministries with the congregation on a reg-
ulary basis. Look for more to come on this. Council also discussed ways to increase the utilization of the church build-
ing and property for the benefit of our neighbors, including ways to add a welcoming appearance to our church.
Council will continue to evaluate and prioritize ideas. They welcome the congregation’s thoughts.

https://mcusercontent.com/75db552172aa05b93e5f9671e/files/4e3a1a05-69ef-948b-6849-5c6bef3cbc3c/Proposal_for_Director_of_Music_Ministries.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r6quQKetNKI


It’s hard to believe, but we are already through the first four months of 2022. The
Finance Committee is pleased to report that our congregation-approved budget is
ahead of schedule as of the end of March. The main reason for this is that we have
budgeted positions that are open and unfilled. The primary open staff position is
the part-time Director of Music Ministry which was recently offered to and accepted
by Kim Owens. With the addition of Kim to the staff and as other positions are
filled, our expenses will increase. Until then, we want to give a huge “Kudos” to
the many members who have stepped in to fill these staff gaps. Our members who
participate in our church activities and programs appreciate the efforts!

Below is the summary of our 1st quarter financials through March 31, 2022. If you
would like additional financial details, please contact any member of the Finance
team:  Brian Rice, Diane Rabe, Bill Merrill, or Denise Spaulding.

1st Quarter Revenue Stays Ahead of Budget
Focus on Finance 

       Quarter ending    Annual Budget
      3/31/22 2022

Total Contributions/Revenue 75,674 384,400
Total Expenses 65,701 490,236
Revenue over Expenses 9,973 -105,836

Join a group from St. Luke’s on Saturday, May 7 at 10:00am at Cannon Township
Hall, 6878 Belding Rd, Rockford. We will be walking 2, 4 or 8 miles on the township
trail. You choose your distance!

Walkers are encouraged to fundraise pledges and donations to support their walk.
Pledge tracking sheets and a sign up sheet are available in the narthex.

Supporters donate by cash or check payable to Access of West Michigan - memo
Walk for Good Food. Or donate online at: accessofwestmichigan.org/walk  

For more information, contact Lori Rollins (lorirollins63@gmail.com or 616-581-
4708).

ACCESS – Walk For Good Food
May 1 -11

Walk with St. Luke’s Group on May 7

Deposit you old American flags in
the box between the doors entering
into the Celebration Center. BSA
Troop 219 will collect them on June
15 and have the flags properly dis-
patched. 

Old Flag Disposal

The 2022 Synod Assembly will be
held virtually on Saturday, May 14
via Zoom and will be centered on
the theme “Bread for the Journey”
(1 Kings 19:8). Updates and re-
sources are available on  the
Synod website. 

Synod Assembly

Throughout the 2nd Quarter of 2022,
the St. Luke’s Quiet Offering will be
designated for Lutheran Immigra-
tion and Refugee Service (LIRS).
LIRS is preparing to welcome
Ukrainian refugee children and
families into the United States.

To learn more about Lutheran Im-
migration and Refugee Service visit:
www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-
Development/Lutheran-Immigration-
and-Refugee-Services

Supporting Refugees

Memorial Day, May 30
Remembering and honoring the
men and women who have died
while serving in the U.S. military.



STEP INTO IT Youth Group
Calendar

May
Sunday 5/8 – 6-8pm 
Sunday 5/22 – End of Year Event – 2pm 
       Location TBD 

June
Sunday 6/19 – Summer Camp Starts –
Stoney Lake

St. Luke’s Finance Committee will be
hosting presentations concerning finan-
cial matters to help the congregation
plan for their future.

Learn about some good financial strate-
gies to help you and your family on
Wednesday, June 1 at 7:00pm in the
Gathering Room at St. Luke’s. A sign-up
sheet for the presentations will be in the
narthex.

Presenters
Theresa K. Cottrell, Estate Planning At-
torney will discuss Estate Planning and
Asset Protection .

Scot M. Fay, Wealth Advisor with
Thrivent Financial will discuss Required
Minimum Distributions (RMD) and
Qualified Charitable Distributions from

IRAs and retirement accounts.  Scot will
also will touch on other giving strategies
to help maximize benefits to a receiving
institution, such as St. Luke’s.

If you have any questions, contact Bill
Merrill (bill.merrill@hotmail.com) or
any of the members of St. Luke’s Fi-
nance Committee.

Financial & Estate Planning Professionals to Present Information at Church

At a recent youth group meeting, St.
Luke's teens tried their hand at kintsugi,
the Japanese art form of repairing bro-
ken pottery with lacquer mixed with
gold or silver.

Just as the art of kintsugi highlights im-
perfections and makes them beautiful,
so too does God find us beautiful, im-
perfections and all. We discussed the
ways we can use our unique natures to
serve God in our own perfectly imper-
fect ways.

I PRAISE you because I am
fearfully and wonderfully
MADE; your works are
WONDERFuL, I know that
full well. Psalm 130:14

And none of us is perfectly qualified.
We get it wrong nearly every time we
open our mouths. James 3:2

Outdoor Spring Clean up

Many hands made light work as a dozen helpers raked and clipped away winter’s organic detritus around the outside of the
church at the April Spring Clean Up. As dead leaves were pulled away, emerging green life revealed itself — along with a
couple of other surprises. Kudos to the ‘Dirty Dozen’ for a job well done!



In Our Prayers

CURRENT PRAYERS

Megan Barlow (niece of Tracy Flanders)
Chip Sakala (infant grandson of Pat & Larry Sakala)
Alan McMurtrie (knee surgery)
Emily
Maryn Webster
Mollie Halberg
Kevin Jones (recovering from pneumonia)
Gary LaFrenier (hospitalized)

THANKSGIvING

For Easter Prayer vigil participants
For a joyous Easter service
For Sue, our wonderful office manager, and all her hard work during 
For Paul’s hard work getting the playground area cleaned up

SYMPATHY

Joani Picard and family on the passing of her father, Robert Picard. 
For the families and friends of over 6.2 million worldwide who have died 
from Covid

HOME BOUND

Al     Joyce    Tudy    Else    Judy    Ruth    Lynn

PRAYER FOCUS

Habitat for Humanity 
Faith Formation teachers
God’s blessings upon staff and members who have left St. Luke’s 
Bishops Elizabeth and Craig
First Lutheran Church in Muskegon
Wisdom, courage, and sound judgment for world leaders
Peace for the Ukrainian and Russian people
For the family of Patrick Lyoya and for the Grand Rapids Police
       Department

SERvING IN PUBLIC SAFETY

Local and state police officers, firefighters, EMTs, chaplains, health care 
workers and our military:
(Air Force Reserves) - Molly Martinez-Bayer
(Air Force) - Michael Bayer, Alex & Ashley Bickel, Dan Morris, Melissa 
       valentino, Kelli Walker
(Army) - Taylor Ahn, Max Angel, Jacob Bacarella, Nathaniel & Rachel
       Mitcavish, Alex Yurush
(Marines) - Jordan Adams
(National Guard) - Gabriel Wiltzer   

Give Some kudos
Want to share a brief word of appre-
ciation to a group or individual in
the church for a job well done?
Email your “Kudos!” submission to
the church office:
office@saintlukeschurch.org

Graduation Info
St. Luke’s wants to celebrate with
the graduates in our congregation.
We will publish their achievements
in the June Epistle.

Grads or parents, please email
Linda Reyelts (lreyelts@gmail.com)
by Monday, May 9 the following
info: graduate’s name, parents’
names, school, degree/area of
study, school achievements/in-
volvement, future plans, and a dig-
ital head shot.

Administrative Professionals Ap-
preciation Day was April 27. Let's
show our wonderful
office administrator
Sue Stevens how
much we appreciate
her! Write some
words of affirmation
for Sue on the sign in
the narthex. Or, if you like to give
gifts, here are some of Sue’s favorite
things:
• sewing and quilting
• Bigby and Hot Chai lattes
• the color Blue
• Brandywine and Panera
• traveling to Wisconsin to visit her
two adorable grandkids
Thank you for all you do, Sue!

Appreciating Our
Office Administrator



Now that we are back in person at St. Luke’s this is a re-
minder that we are a participant with Lutheran World Relief
in their partnership with Fair Trade coffee. As a participant,
and as a service to our congregation, we purchase Fair Trade
coffees and teas for members to buy.

Our current inventory includes several kinds of teas – Black,
Irish Breakfast, Peppermint, Chamomile, Green, Chai,
Rooibus Chai. There is also cocoa and we have several vari-

eties of coffee – Mind, Body, Soul; French
Roast; Breakfast Blend; African Roots;
Hazelnut Crème; Cozy Cup decaf; and sin-
gle cup packages of French Roast and
Breakfast Blend. Prices are as marked on

the packages or boxes. There is a jar on the top of the stand
for your donation.

With Fair Trade coffees and teas now also available in many
local stores and markets, the Social Justice Ministry team is
wondering if St. Luke’s offering these products is still helpful
to our members. In the coming weeks there will be a survey
posted on the Fair Trade stand for those interested in buying
coffee and tea at church. Please fill one out and put it in the
nearby envelop to help the team ascertain whether we should
continue to offer these products. 

Church Council highlights

• Council agreed that we should open to internal and outside
groups to use our facilities. Consideration is taken as to extra
cleaning that may be required and the possible need to add
someone for this task

•  Council approved a recommendation to hire Kim Owens
as a temporary part-time Director of Music Ministries while
the search continues for someone permanent for the position.

• Co-leaders have been identified to develop a 40th Anniver-
sary celebration plan for the church. The  co-leaders are:
Sarah Elliott, Rae Lampen, Laurie Konarska, and Else Soren-
son (honorary).

• Council directed the Finance Committee to deposit money
collected from the Paper Gator into the Youth Group fund.

• Council gathered for a retreat at church on April 23 to ori-
ent new members, brainstorm ideas, and set goals for 2022-
23.

For a synopsis of the minutes, contact Sue Stevens in the
church office: office@saintlukeschurch.org or read it here:
Council meeting synopsis 

Fair Trade Coffee & Tea

After our Easter service, the kids burst into the backyard to
hunt for eggs. Golden eggs held special items related to the
Easter story. Once the eggs were collected, parent/teacher
Becca Tape shared the story with the children. See more
photos on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/stlukesgr

Easter Egg Hunt

https://mcusercontent.com/75db552172aa05b93e5f9671e/files/0836fcea-1fe3-2cca-4fe7-bc83cf1697f1/April_2022_Council_Meeting_Synopsis.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/stlukesgr


M thers
Day

’
SUNDAY, MAY 8

HAPPY

ThE EPISTLE is published monthly as a min-
istry of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church of Grand
Rapids, Michigan. The congregation is invited
to submit articles to the Editorial Staff. Arti-
cles are due by the third Sunday of each
month. Support Staff: Sue Stevens and Linda
Reyelts.

Church Staff
Ministers..................................All Members
Interim Pastor .......................Galen knutson
Support Pastor......................Marcia Schultz
Treasurer ..........................Denise Spaulding
Administrative Assistant ..........Sue Stevens
Coord. of Early Childhood

Ministry .......................Susan VanderLaan
Custodian ...................................Eric Glazier
Maintenance ......................Mike Fessenden

Phone Number ......................616-363-2381
Website ...................saintlukeschurch.org
E-mail ........office@saintlukeschurch.org
Facebook ...........facebook.com/stlukesgr
Address ................3215 Four Mile Rd. NE

Grand Rapids, MI 49525

Congregation Council
President .................................Fred Reyelts
Vice President ......................kevin konarska
Secretary...................................Ginni Drews
Council liaison ......................Travis Atkinson
Council liaison ............................Eric Bricker
Council liaison.....................Theresa Cottrell
Council liaison ..............Tammy hunsberger
Council liaison ........................Mike Lampen
Council liaison............................Diane Rabe

s a i n t l u k e s c h u r c h . o r g

Letters of Thanks & Appreciation

Dear St. Luke’s Family,
        We are so grateful for all of the
prayers uplifting my sister, Michele,
throughout her cancer journey. her six
years + post-diagnosis was such a gift to all
of us who knew and loved her.
        Thank you also for your prayers and
cards as we mourn the loss of her larger-
than-life presence in our lives. Your words
of sympathy have given us great comfort
and peace.

With full and grateful hearts,
Laurie & Kevin Konarska

Dear St. Luke’s,
        Thanks again for allowing Troop 219
store our trailer on your grounds and for
letting our Troop and Pack 3219 use your
facility (both indoors and outdoors) for
Boy Scouts of America events and activi-
ties.

Mary Austin, former Troop 219 Chartered
Organization Representative and current
Pack 3219 Chartered Organization Repre-
sentative

so others can see it. Then they will
see the good things you do. And

they will bring glory to your Father
who is in heaven. (Matthew 5:16)

Let your light shine

Ryder Zevalkink was baptized at
St. Luke’s on Sunday, April 24.


