
St. Luke’s Safety Practices —Updated March 2022 by Church Council 

Church participation is essential to our spiritual health. The Christian life was never meant to be solitary. 

All of the biblical metaphors for a church indicate a plurality, never a singularity: we are a body, a flock, a 

building, and a holy nation. There are no “lone wolves” in biblical Christianity. 

Community worship promotes fellowship and encouragement. In the book of Acts, we’re told that those 

who came to faith in the early days “continued steadfastly in . . . fellowship” (Acts 2:42). In his letter to 

the Hebrews, Paul reveals that one of the purposes of gathering together is to “encourage one another” 

(Hebrews 10:24-25). Worshiping with others conveys benefits that are unavailable to us individually. We 

hear the preaching of the Word of God and we partake in the Lord’s Supper. 

 

John tells us that we know that we’ve passed from death to life because we love our brothers and sisters 

in Christ (1 John 3:14). Gathering together for teaching, worship, and mutual edification is an indication 

of our love for the redeemed and is a sign of our salvation to eternal life. 

(Adapted from gotquestions.org/corporate-worship.html) 

 

Even though St. Luke’s congregation has returned to in-person worship our policies impeded our ability 

to fully experience the thoughts expressed above. Based upon input from our Worship & Music 

Committee, conversations with parishioners, information from other churches, and recently updated 

CDC guidelines (Addendum), council voted to enact the safety practices listed below. While our physical 

health and safety are important considerations, our spiritual life and community with others may be of 

equal or greater importance. 

 

Approved Safety Practices  

• Communion - continue with wafers and individual cups. Encourage congregants to use hand 

sanitizer prior to and after partaking in communion. Communion servers to use hand sanitizer 

prior to assisting. 

• Online worship – continue current practice. 

• Sharing the peace – allow congregants to share as their personal comfort level permits (eg., 

arms crossed, fist bump, hand shake, hug). Encourage hand sanitizer usage prior to and after 

sharing the peace.  

• Contact tracing - discontinue this practice. 

• Mask usage - recommend changing to optional usage based on CDC language and guidelines; 

recommend mask wearing for high-risk individuals and others per their comfort level (see 

Addendum). 

• Social Distancing – continue with spaced seating in the sanctuary but allow congregants to 

choose seats as their personal comfort level permits. Allow congregants to gather in the narthex 

prior to and after services as their personal comfort level permits. 

• Altar kneelers – reinstall and allow congregants to use them after communion and at other 

appropriate times. 

https://www.gotquestions.org/corporate-worship.html


• Offering plate -resume passing the offering plate. Encourage hand sanitizer usage prior to and 

after offering collection.  

• In person meetings - encourage in-person meetings (eg, Church Council, committees, Bible 

studies).  Allow for hybrid option with video participation, pending technology. 

• Stay home if ill – continue with this practice. Join us for online worship. 

These policies shall be reevaluated and adjusted as the risk level in our community changes.  

 

Need More Info Before Enacting: 

• Nursery - further evaluation and input needed. Recommend contacting families with young 

children and nursery coordinator for their thoughts as next steps. 

• Use of church facility by outside groups - evaluate on a case-by-case request before fully 

opening the church for all outside groups.  

 

 

Addendum 

CDC has changed recommendations and Kent County is now in the Medium/Yellow category where 

universal masking recommendation has been removed. Metrics for masking have changed from those 

that were previously utilized (new cases per 100,000 and positive test rate). 

(cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/covid-by-county.html) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


