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But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you
good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.”

(Luke 2:10-11)

Advent marks the beginning of the church calendar year as we anticipate
and commemorate Christ’s birth and His prophesied return to consummate
His eternal kingdom.

It has long been a tradition at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church to celebrate Advent by sharing
devotions provided by our sisters and brothers in Christ.

In the pages that follow, you’ll read daily reflections authored by myriad writers – what a
blessing they are. For each Sunday of Advent, lectionary readings and the prayer of the
day serve as the devotion. It is hoped you will use this devotional each day throughout
Advent to Behold and experience Great Joy in the good news of God’s love in Christ
Jesus.

Foreword



First SundayofAdvent
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Readings

Jeremiah 33:14-16
Psalm 25:1-10

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
Luke 21:25-36

Prayer of the Day

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection
alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life

of justice, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28



Staying True toChrist

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 29

Peter is truly talking to the modern Christian! He is warning us about all the
noise and confusion we are bombarded with regarding worship and religious
practices in today’s world, by those trying to gain power selling themselves

as Christlike, or Christ-chosen.

What is the “true” Christian?
The one who worships where the choir is largest, with the best sound system and lighting?

The one who has a pastor who is charismatic and dresses in old jeans and a T-shirt? The
one who gets people to sway and raise their hands heavenward?

The church that follows a political lean or issue? The church with a TV show? A fun youth
group? A coffee shop?

It seems as thoughmany churches today aremore concerned with attracting an “audience”
than a body of worshipers ready to be Christ’s feet on the ground.

Peter, the one who denied Christ and allowed himself to be distracted by the pressure of
the days around the crucification, knew that even the most committed and devoted can get
caught in the bait and switch that often catches us. Peter advises us to stay focused, and
vigilant and true to Christ, not to false prophets with jaded intent.

3Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come,
scoffing and following their own evil desires.

2 Peter 3:1-18

4

Holy Spirit, fill me with wisdom to discern and to filter through the glitz and glimmer of false
worship. I worry that I will lose my focus and forget that worship is not about meeting MY
needs and interests and pleasures, but meeting YOUR needs and interests and pleasures.
I thank you for Peter’s reminders and ask you to help me become a vessel for your desires.

LET’S PRAY

AnnHyde



Readiness andRewards

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 30

Many of Jesus’ parables talk about being ready for his return with reminders,
roughly paraphrased, of: not falling asleep, being watchful and being pre-
pared. At his second coming, Jesus will bring rewards for those who stayed

diligently at work in their Christian walk.

But wait a minute, as Lutherans we believe we’re saved by grace through faith alone. While
this is true, we often have a conception of faith that is too narrow in focus. Faith and works
are two sides of the same coin. Once we receive the gift of faith from God, we are expected
to grow in faith and put it to work in doing service and other good works to bring about
God’s kingdom on earth, as we pray in the Lord’s Prayer: “Thy will be done on earth as it
is in heaven.” We are God’s hands and feet that bring about his will.

As we serve God and others, we are then blessed (rewarded) as we grow in faith, which
then equips us to do more service, and so on, in a beautiful dance. Think about how you
are serving Jesus and making his will be done on earth.

12Look! I am coming soon. I will bring my reward with me, and I will pay
everyone back according to what they have done.

Revelation 22:12-16

Lord, as we await your imminent return, let us always be working to bring about your king-
dom on earth. Keep our eyes, ears, and hearts open to sharing the Good News with those
with little or no faith. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

LET’S PRAY
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KarenFisher



A Trusting and Willing Servant

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1

How often do you feel your life is commonplace and couldn’t possibly be
used to make a huge difference in this world? Youmay feel that your ability,
experience, or education makes you an unlikely candidate for God’s service.

Mary thought the very same thing.

She was young, poor, female, and not married. She was also living in Nazareth which was
known for its independent and aloof attitude. Many at that time thought nothing good could
ever come from Nazareth.

Mary is mystified by the angel’s greeting. How has she become the highly favored one?
God choseMary for a special role in His plan. Mary is the model Christian disciple from the
beginning. Her reply to the angel, Gabriel, is “I am the Lord’s servant. May your word to me
be fulfilled.” Even though Mary is questioning the Lord’s plan for her future, she is trusting
and agrees despite her circumstances.

Luke 1:26-38
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30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor
with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son,

and you will name him Jesus.

Lord, like Mary, may we all hear our calling from you. Help us to know that no matter the
fear we are feeling, no matter our education, abilities, or location that we can be your servant
on whatever path you wish us to follow. Amen

LET’S PRAY

Natalie LaVerdiere



Shelter FromtheStormy Blast

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2

Today’s reading seems to be a rather somber one as Moses, the author, re-
flects on our mortality compared to God’s greatness and everlasting being.
But perhaps it is really intended to provide comfort and hope. The Hebrew

translation for “dwelling place” is refuge. God is indeed our refuge as he has
been “throughout all generations.” He is “our” God! We need to remember he is with us
each and every day as we face challenges and storms in our life.

Isaac Watts wrote many hymns that we still sing today. He captures the words of today’s
reading so beautifully with one of his most beloved songs which is based partially on Psalm
90.

O God, our help, in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal home. (verse 1)

Take the time this Advent season to read (or sing!) all the verses to this beautiful hymn. It
speaks of hope, our refuge in God, and the promise of our eternal home.

1Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations.

Psalm 90:1-4
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Dear Lord, in the stormy blasts that seem to occur too frequently in our lives, you are our
shelter. We give thanks to you for being with us today, tomorrow, and forever. Amen.

LET’S PRAY

Kathy Tokarek



The Wonder ofIt

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3

The wonder of it all! The incredible wonder of experiencing God at work! First
Zechariah hears God speak to him and dares to ask a question tinged with
doubt. In response God strikes Zechariah deaf andmute, giving him 9months

to ponder. (Apparently he needed more of a nudge than Mary, who kept God’s
words and workings in her heart to ponder) And then, when Zechariah does speak the read-
ers and the surrounding community recognize God at work. And Zechariah pours out words
of praise and thanksgiving for God and God’s work in the past, present, and future.

Oh, that we could all know the Psalms well enough to use them to sing God’s praises and
remember God’s promises in all times, and recognize God at work in us, in others, and in
the world. Maybe we need to practice deafness to the “news” around us and muteness to
expressing our own impulsive opinions in order to experience God at work.When I practice
these disciplines and experience God I am in awe with wide-eyed and open-mouthed won-
der and without words other than a silent “Thank you.” Years ago a friend shared that she
felt God’s presence – a tingling throughout her body and in the air surrounding her – when
she went to him in prayer for help with a problem.

Zechariah could be amodel for us to practice – praising God in Psalms (my Bible references
Psalms 111, 18, 132, Jeremiah 23, and Isaiah 9 for this passage), remembering God’s
promises of mercy, salvation through forgiveness of our sins, and freedom to serve God
without fear, and experiencing God’s work guiding us into the path of peace.

67His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied:

Luke 1:67-79
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Paula Gaylord

God of Wonders, how truly great thou art. Nudge us to inner quietness and humility so that
we may sing your praises, remember your promises, and experience you working in and
through ourselves and each other. Amen

LET’S PRAY



Both Disciples andApostles

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4

With these few words, the disciples went from being disciples only, to being
disciples and apostles. A disciple is a follower or a student. An apostle is
someone who is chosen and sent with a mission. The disciples became both

and our calling is the same.

This must have been as frightening of a challenge for the first disciples as it is to us today.
We have probably all made that type of transition from learning to also acting in a vocation
or avocation. After college I spent a few years as a math teacher. I had spent years as a
student preparing for the challenge and felt that I was fully prepared with the subject material
and had a head full of theories about how to teach. None of that made me fully confident
or ready on the first day of the first new school year, facing 30 teenagers, some of whom
had little interest in what I had to say.

I’m sure all of us feel that way about being an apostle for Christ and would like a little more
training first, but Jesus also promised to be with us. St. Luke’s provides us with many op-
portunities for discipleship, but also many opportunities to “preach the kingdom of God and
heal the sick” with God’s help.

1Then Jesus called the twelve together and gave them power and authority
over all demons and to cure diseases, 2and he sent them out

to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal.

Luke 9:1-6

9

Gracious God, give us the confidence and the will to be both disciples and apostles for your
kingdom. We feel inadequate, but we also know that you will be with us and guide us. We
know that we are called to always keep learning, but to also always be willing to be a wit-
ness. Amen

LET’S PRAY

DougLachniet



Second SundayofAdvent
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Readings

Malachi 3:1-4
Luke 1:68-79

Philippians 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6

Prayer of the Day

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his
coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5



Desert Walk

MONDAY, DECEMBER 6

This passage from Isaiah is powerful! Each verse brings its own comfort to
us in our desert moments. We feel lost and sad through the death of a loved
one, when we suffer physical pain, divorce or broken relationships, with the

loss of a job, physical or mental illness, COVID isolation – any problem that
confuses our peace.

Jesus, the Christ, walks with us out in our desert. Our rough places, our mountains, and
our valleys are made smooth. The song In His Time has a key phrase: “He makes all things
beautiful in HIS time.”

We are Jesus’ hands and feet here on Earth. Phone calls, a listening ear, a thoughtful card,
prayers, hugs, a visit, comfort food…these are just a few ways to walk along with others in
their time of need. A dear woman whom I barely knew offered to pray for me every day
when I was in my desert. Whenever I saw her, she would remind me that she was still pray-
ing. I have never forgotten that and what her thoughtful prayers meant to me. In my small
ways, I try to pay that gift forward.

This Christmas, let us open our hearts and minds to the Christ Child, even wider than ever
before, to absorb his Love and compassion.

Isaiah 40:3-5
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Dear God, please bless our deserts. Thank you for your guidance, ineffable love, and shar-
ing your sweet Son with us. We are humbled. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

LET’S PRAY

3In the desert, prepare the way for the Lord. Make straight
in the wilderness a highway for God.

GingerW illiams



Wait forIt

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7

As I read various translations of this passage, I repeatedly came to the last
verse, 25. Several versions stated “we wait for it patiently.” As I considered
my state of mind regarding starting to work with the Mennonite team or an-

other team as recommended by the Synod listening team, I thought, “No, I am
not waiting for this patiently! I am awrite-it-down-on-the-list, then-get-it-done-right-now kind
of person. I got that frommy mom. Toward the end of her life, whenever I visited she would
pull out a legal pad with a list of things to talk with me about, crossing each item off as we
completed them. I hardly got to say hello before she started with the first item!

Verses 22 and 23 state “the whole creation has been groaning...right up to the present time.
And we believers also groan…” (NLT). This is a really, really difficult time at St. Luke’s.
Groaning is the perfect word for it. And still our God says: “Look, I am making everything
new!” (Revelation 21: 5, NLT). God also promises to “give a crown of beauty for ashes, a
joyous blessing instead of mourning, festive praise instead of despair” (Isaiah 61:3, NLT).

I “must wait patiently and confidently.” I will lay our beloved community before God’s throne!
Rachel Held Evans, in her marvelous book “Searching for Sunday” asserts: “Sometimes
the biggest challenge in talking about the church is telling ourselves the truth about it – ac-
knowledging the scars, staring down the ugly bits, marveling at its resiliency, and believing
that this flawed and magnificent body is enough, for now, to carry us through the world and
into the arms of Christ” (“Searching for Sunday,” pp. 250-251).

Romans 8: 22-25
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Dear God, you see us. You see our wounds, our grief, our fear, our hope. You love all of us
and call us to love one another. We wait in trusting anticipation to see what you are going
to do. Watching and waiting, together as the body of Christ. Amen

LET’S PRAY

25But if we look forward to something we don’t yet have, we must wait
patiently and confidently. (New Living Translation)

TracyFlanders



God Does Great Things

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8

There is no denying it – we enter Advent in a very different circumstance
than we have ever seen before. We are still in a pandemic. Many of us have
lost loved ones over the past year. Costs are rising, the job market is scary,

and politics are still just crazy.And then, wemight as well name the elephant in
the room, we are now without a pastor.

But it is Advent my dear brothers and sisters in Christ, “God does great things.” God sent
us Jesus. God sent us love and hope and his assurance that “He who goes out weeping,
carrying seed to sow, will return with songs of joy.” Songs of joy!

Though wemay weep for our sorrows, individually and as a congregation, when we look to
God and seeHis Son we are reminded that God can grow back a burnt forest, heal broken
bones, and dry our tears. And, God gives us songs of joy!

As we look forward to celebrating the birth of our Savior in a whole different world than any
of us anticipated, let us be mindful of what the adult Jesus did for us. Let us search for
ways to build bridges and strengthen our support of one another. Let us sow seeds and
sing songs of joy!

Psalm 126
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Ginni Drews

6He who goes out weeping, carrying seed to sow, will return with songs of joy

Restoring and loving God, we give you praise and thanks for the songs of joy that you have
provided for us. This advent season, let us see the seeds of joy that you have provided for
us. Change weeping to joy. Amen

LET’S PRAY



Beware ofStumbling Blocks

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9

How did Jesus prove who he was when John the Baptist asked? How do we
prove who we are? When the friends of John came to Jesus saying John
wanted to know if he was “the one God sent” Jesus' response should not sur-

prise us. He said to tell John the miracles he was doing and others witnessed.

It makesme think that what we do is somuch more powerful than what we say. Our actions
speak louder than words. We all have heard that haven’t we. Yet sometimes we forget to
really see who people are by what they do. Shouldn’t someone's actions be his or her great-
est witness? I think so.

I am always struck by how Jesus just wanted to be about serving God and doing his will.
He did not want the accolades or applause. He wanted the blind to see, the lame to walk
and for lives to be changed. He calls us to open our eyes, put on our walking shoes to
serve, and to change our lives and hearts. Maywe not be stumbling blocks, but may we lift
one another up and be blessed.

Luke 7:18-23
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Holy God, you gave us Jesus to be the example of how we should live on this earth. Help
us to work your miracles both seen and unseen, large or small. You have shown us who
you are and how to live so that we may not be stumbling blocks to others. Thank you!

LET’S PRAY

22So he replied to the messengers, “Go back and report to John what you have
seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy
are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised and the good news is proclaimed
to the poor. 23Blessed is anyone who does not stubble on account of me.”

Sarah Elliott



Songs ofPraise

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10

What songs come tomind when you think of singing songs of praise to God?
There are somany that I can’t pick just one. Over the last few years, however,
when I think of the tragedies so many people have experienced, I wonder

about so many things, and am reminded of one of my mom’s favorites songs,
“How Great thou Art.”

Oh Lord, my God
When I, in awesome wonder
Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder
Thy power throughout the universe displayed

Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee
How great Thou art, how great Thou art
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee
How great Thou art, how great Thou art

“Sing to the Lord, for he has done glorious things; let this be known to all the world” (v. 5).

Isaiah 12:2-6

15

4In that day you will say: Give thanks to the Lord, call on His name; make known
among the nations what he has done, and proclaim that his name is exalted.

ChrisCrandell

Thank you for the gift of music that we may sing praises of thanksgiving to you. Amen
LET’S PRAY



Check Your Internal Compass

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11

In this season of Advent, we are reminded of Jesus’ cousin, John, and how
the two intertwined. John was the herald of Jesus’ first coming to our world.
He announced to all who would listen that Jesus was soon to be on hand and

that all needed to repent, that is, to turn their lives to serving God.

As we await the second coming of Jesus, John’s message should also be resonant with
us. Every day, maybe every minute, we need to assess how our lives conform to the way
of living that Jesus gave us in his teachings and actions.

Love is the guiding Word: love for God and love of our neighbors. We show love for God in
how we treat all of God’s children and God’s creation. Too often, we slip into behavior that
is familiar and easy. This Advent, take time to reflect and pray about what direction the Spirit
is leading. Look past the glitz of the world. Seek justice. Advocate for those who are over-
looked. Pray for those who seemingly are our enemies.

John knew that his role was to direct attention to Jesus. Our role is not only to point to
Jesus but to live in a way that reflects what Jesus was about.

Luke 1:57-66

16

Holy Spirit, give me the focus to not be distracted by the noise of the world so that I can
listen for your direction, and then be bold enough to act in accordance with what you would
have me do. Amen

LET’S PRAY

66What then is this child to be?

Daniel Uecker-Herman



Third SundayofAdvent
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Readings

Zephaniah 3:14-20
Isaiah 12:2-6

Philippians 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18

Prayer of the Day

Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the
preaching of John, that, rejoicing in your salvation, we may bring forth the
fruits of repentance; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12



Create inMe A Clean Heart

MONDAY, DECEMBER 13

Although is it said we are created in God’s image this passage certainly re-
minds me of one of the many areas I fall terribly short. All I must do is turn
on the news and I quickly judge our political leaders for what they are or are

not doing for the needs of all people. I don’t try hard enough to understand all
the issues and points of view, I judge, and often harshly.

Isaiah’s prophecy tells the story of a Messiah that will come and see into the hearts of his
people and determine their value. He will not be fooled by outward behaviors and words,
those that behave with false, pious airs for all to see, or speak with veiled words allowing
multiple interpretations to meet their needs. He will judge each of us according to what is
in our hearts, with righteousness and justice.

As disciples of Christ are we not expected to live by and be examples of his teaching? I be-
lieve we are, which means to strive to look deeper and listen more carefully.As we prepare
our hearts this Advent season for the amazing gift given to us, let’s try to live by these words
and strive for greater understanding.

Isaiah 11:1-9
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3bHe will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears
with his ears; 4abut with righteousness he will judge the needy,
with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth.

Rae Lampen

Dear Lord, help me each day to remember to pause and bring you into every conversation
and encounter, to refrain from judging others when I clearly do not know their heart, and to
be more Christlike in the year to come. Amen

LET’S PRAY



Accepting theGoodNews

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14

This selection refers to the original promise to his faithful people from Abra-
ham and Moses’ law of the Ten Commandments from God. The Jews did
not listen to the Prophets such as Isaiah about the coming of the Messiah,

Jesus Christ. Perhaps they listened, but did not understand or accept the gift of
the person in Jesus Christ.

Paul was sent to share the good news with the Gentiles in Rome and stayed there two
years sharing and teaching about Jesus’ great love for each of us. Many came and accepted
a Christ-centered life. After the persecution of Christians in Rome, the city became the cen-
ter of the Christian life.

Today, we still need to hear the good news because we are human and not perfect. We still
need to ask for forgiveness andGod’s help to lead us in the right direction. And so, we pray
the “Lord’s Prayer.” What a wonderful opportunity I have each day to start anew and, with
God’s help, live a better day.

Acts 28:23-31
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28Let it be known to you then that this salvation of God
has been sent to the Gentiles; they will listen.

GretchenWeaver

God, thank you for this day. Please help me to live a Christ-centered day and share the
love of Christ with others. Amen

LET’S PRAY



Anointed byASinner

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15

This fall, our book study “Searching for Sunday” by Rachel Held Evans in-
cluded a chapter entitled Perfume that delved into the sacrament of anointing.
We spent much time discussing the power of anointing with oil, the ritual, the

healing, the experience itself. How incredibly tangible to utilize the senses of
an auditory blessing, the sense of touch as the sign of the cross is lovingly pressed onto
your forehead, and how the sweet scent of clove oil lingers long after the baptism or service
of healing has occurred.

Evans shared about a ministry in Nashville where women who have suffered at the hands
of sex traffickers are housed, kept safe, and participate in creating and producing healing
essential oils. What an amazing metaphor which ties into this very lesson!

It seems that Mary of Bethany, the sinner-apparent of this story, performed each of the wel-
coming rites that Simon had purposefully neglected. Whether this was done to offend or
shame Jesus, the omission would certainly have been noted by the important list of guests.
Somehow, an uninvited (obviously!) Mary enters through the gates, not only kisses, but
washes Jesus’s feet, while anointing him with oil.

This woman, designated as the sinner, has actedmore graciously than Simon, supposedly
a righteous man. As Jesus proclaims, “Her many sins have been forgiven – as her great
love has shown.” He then added, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”

How might we continue to choose the path of Mary’s example? To strive to act in grace,
and in love, and with dignity?As the women in Nashville heal from their great wounds while
producing oils which may heal many others, may we, too, depend on His great promise of
forgiveness, reconciliation and restoration. Perhaps with the very same anointing oil for our
senses and our salvation in remembrance of that great promise.

Luke 7:36-50

38She stood behind him at his feet, weeping, and began to bathe his feet
with her tears and to dry them with her hair. Then she continued

kissing his feet and anointing them with the ointment.

Laurie Konarska

Gracious Father, we thank you for the steadfast and timeless message of forgiveness. We
rejoice that your love is bigger than any transgression. May we strive to be forgiving as you
continue to forgive us time and time again. Amen
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LET’S PRAY



A New Covenant

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16

We teach our children to do right and to do what we ask with the hope that
this is instilled in them and motivates them to act not because it is expected
or required, but because it is the right thing to do. We aspire that they (and

we ourselves) do what is good not out of fear or obligation, but out of a desire
and love for God and others.

The old testament laws were ingrained in the hearts and minds of the Jews. They were
taught to follow the rules and expectations, and the law required worship and animal sac-
rifices and offerings to be made to cleanse them of sin. This was ritualistic and required. I
imagine it was difficult for these Jewish Christians to leave that way of thinking about things
behind, but this passage in Hebrews is about a new way of living – a way of doing what is
right and good not out of fear or obligation or because of “the law,” but out of love for God
and a gratefulness for the sacrifice that was already made on our behalf in Christ Jesus.
Now is the new testament, the new covenant, a new way of living without the need for sac-
rifices because of the ultimate sacrifice made on our behalf.

During this time of Advent, we wait and hope for the coming of Jesus, for whom the law
has been set aside and who fulfills the scripture – “Here I am, I have come to do your will”
(vs. 7, 9). Because of the sacrifice of God’s son come down to this world to be among us
– a human, a baby, a man – the old way of doing things is set aside. We can raise our eyes
and hearts to a new covenant and living out God’s will because of the grace and love that
we feel and have been shown. The old ways are but a shadow of the good things to come!

Hebrews 10:1-18
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Lord, as we at St. Luke’s seek your will and your ways, fill our hearts with love for you and
love for others, with forgiveness, and understanding, and healing. And as we await your
Son, fill us with hope and a new heart for doing your work as your children, not because
we have to or are told to, but out of an overwhelming response to the blessings you have
given us. Amen

LET’S PRAY

Erin Magley

10We have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body
of Jesus Christ once and for all.



Hold Fast toYour Convictions

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17

In this passage we are reminded how in the early days of Christian faith, the
people held firm to their convictions and found courage to stand up for the
truth of God’s Word, even when criticized and put down by those who didn’t

share their beliefs. They found strength and stood side by side with those of
like-minded convictions. They were told to persevere, to do His will, and not to lose their
faith. God’s promise would be received.

Today, we know the gift of salvation we receive in living by faith in God’s love. Do not sac-
rifice your convictions in order to please others. It keeps us from the fullness of God’s love
and His plan for us. As God’s people, we need to hold fast to our convictions, no matter the
consequences. We need to stand firm for God, and we will receive the salvation He has
promised to us.

Hebrews 10:32-39
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Teach us, Lord, to live by faith even when all seems to be going wrong in our lives. Remind
us to trust in the promise of salvation through the sacrifice of Your son, Jesus, our Lord and
Savior. Amen

LET’S PRAY

36You need to persevere, so when you have done the will of God, you will receive
what he has promised....39But we are not of those who shrink back and

are destroyed, but of those who believe and are saved.

Ed Tokarek



Are You Going My Way?

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18

I am a rule follower. It’s just my nature, which is why I can somewhat em-
pathize with the synagogue leader. I imagine he is a Pharisee, a strict ob-
server of Jewish law and rituals – an ardent rule follower. As he observes

Jesus healing the woman, I imagine the flush of anger rising to his face. I imag-
ine the silent debate buzzing in his head: “We have laws for a reason, right? Jesus’ conduct
defies established sabbath protocol, correct? Surely, this behavior disrespects Yahweh,
doesn’t it? Who does this Nazarene think he is?!”

The temple leader seemsmore concerned with preserving sacred order and influence than
understanding Jesus’ intent or his ministry. It’s the quintessential Letter of the Law v. Spirit
of the Law. Jesus’ fiery defense flips the criticism back on the leader, exposes his hypocrisy,
and turns his flush into a blush.

Jesus’ rebuke of the synagogue formalist reminds be of this paradox: rules are rules...except
when they’re not. There are exceptions. Gray areas.Alternate interpretations. God’s ways.
“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord” (Isaiah
55:8). To grow in understanding of God’s intentions for our lives, our friends’ and families’
lives, our church community’s life, it will take prayer and carefully listening to the Spirit.

Luke 13:10-17
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Loving Father, set our hearts and minds on following the examples of your Son whom you
sent to model truth and love. May your ways be our compass and guide. In Jesus’ name,
Amen.

LET’S PRAY

LindaReyelts

14But the leader of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured on the
sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, “There are six days on which work ought to be

done; come on those days and be cured, and not on the sabbath day.”



Fourth SundayofAdvent
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Readings

Micah 5:2-5a
Psalm 80:1-7

Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45 [46-55]

Prayer of the Day

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace
and might, free us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive

you in joy and serve you always, for you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 19



In theImage

MONDAY, DECEMBER 20

Theologian Lisa Sharon Harper challenges Christians to make all decisions
based on the question, “Will this bless or curse the image of God among
us?” As I reflect on this verse from Colossians, I’m struck by the profound

connections Paul describes. He writes that Jesus is the visible image of the in-
visible God. In this season ofAdvent, I realize again how miraculous it is to have the invisible
God made visible, so that we may witness the nature of God through the teachings and
actions of Jesus.

Paul also states that the church consists of one body with Jesus as the head. This connec-
tion betweenGod the father, His Son, and His church is a good reminder about our purpose
in this world. When we the church use Jesus’ teachings as our guide in actions of love,
mercy, and justice, we shine the Light of Christ to others, honoring God and the image of
God that exists in each one of us.

During this season of preparation, as we get ready to welcome Christ into the world, let us
remember that we are all connected to each other and to God. God has made himself
known to us by sending Jesus; now we, as the people of God, are charged with making
Him known to others.

Colossians 1:15-20
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15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation....
18He is the head of the body, the church;

Meredith Bricker

Help us remember to honor the image of God that exists in everyone and to act in unity as
the body of Christ. Amen

LET’S PRAY



Blessings forAServant

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 21

Mary was approx. 14 years old when she got pregnant with Jesus. Barely
old enough to have a child, though back in those days a life expectancy for
most people was between 30-40 years of age. Did you know Joseph was 36

when they got married? God chose both Mary and Joseph for the importance
task of taking God’s word as flesh and raising Jesus amongst us.

Mary goes to her relative Elizabeth and declares, “I praise the Lord with all my heart. I am
very happy because God is my Savior. I am not important, but he has shown his care for
me, his lowly servant. From now until the end of time, people will remember how muchGod
blessed me.”

Blessed be the name of the Lord from this time forth and for evermore. Praise be to God.

Psalm 113
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Dear God, thank you and praise be to Your name! We thank you for continuing to use your
Holy Spirit to work within each of us to share Your good words and deeds and be a blessing
in the world today. May others come to know you from our actions of Love - using our hands
for Your work! Praise be to our Lord, Alleluia. Alleluia indeed! Amen

LET’S PRAY

9He gives the barren woman a home, making her the joyous mother
of children. Praise the Lord!

ReneeBrinks



Unity inDiversity

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 22

I remember on our wedding day one of my new brothers-in-law gave me a
kiss on the cheek and welcomed me to the family. It made the joining of our
two families seem so official and unifying. Just as Daniel and I were joined

as a new family with a promise of love and hope, in this passage, Paul focuses
on creating unity in the church at Ephesus.

The Jews (circumcised) and Gentiles (uncircumcised) were not worshipping in unity. Paul
emphasizes that they were a new creation of humanity by the blood of Christ, not Jew nor
Gentile but Christian. The church was urged to be a light that paves the way by welcoming
both Jew and Gentile uniting them into God’s mission in Christ.

This division can be easily translated today as conservative or liberal, black or white, ho-
mosexual or heterosexual, privileged or inferior, Christian or Muslim, andmany other forms
of social injustice. Christ is our peace. He had brought into fellowship with God the very
people who were most alienated fromHim. Christ’s sacrificial death has abolished the bar-
riers and torn down the walls of separation. He killed hostility, preached peace, and died to
achieve it. It is through Him that we celebrate a unity in diversity.

The call of God on the church is love. Love transcends everything in the world and as such,
the church should embody the death and resurrection of Christ. We are no longer strangers
and aliens but rather fellow citizens with the consecrated and members of the household
of God, independent of the religions built by man. The Gentiles before the coming of Christ
had no hope in the promises. This is still the tragic picture of billions of people in the world
today. Without Christ there is nothing and all are lost. There is no hope beyond the grave
apart from the resurrection of Christ. Embrace the Gift you receive this ‘Christ’mas.

Ephesians 2:11-22
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Dear loving Father, we give you thanks for the precious Gift of your Son and our redemption
at the ultimate cost. Help us to be grateful of our place in your family of believers. Guide us
as we move forward at St. Luke’s into the future. Help us to be ever mindful and loving to
our brothers and sisters in Christ. Amen

LET’S PRAY

Holly Uecker-Herman

14For He himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed
the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility.



Make Yourself Available

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 23

This wonderful passage is Mary’s song of praise to God. It’s often referred
to as the “Magnificat” which means “Praise” from the Latin translation of the
first line: magnificat anima mea Dominum (meaning: “My soul praises the

Lord”). Take a minute to read Luke 1:45-55 aloud as your song to God. Praise
is powerful and Mary worships first.

Baby Jesus changed everything for Mary – her response could have been one of fear, re-
jection, or questioning the circumstances (young, unwed, pregnant), but instead, it was a
humble response focused totally on the character of God. This is a beautiful example of
being totally available – body, mind and soul – to God. In addition, Mary demonstrates trust
in God because of who He is and the great things He has done. She trusts God because
she knows God.

The Magnificat is about praising, trusting, and being available. Mary models how I want to
be: available to God’s plan without worrying about the circumstances and letting God’s
character – not fear – guide me. Sometimes I get too caught up in the busyness and diffi-
culties of life and forget the beautiful response of a young mother to her Savior. Her humility,
trust, and availability are inspirational. May this season bring us time for praise first and
then to be available for what God is asking us to do.

Luke 1:45-55
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46My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord; 47my spirit rejoices in God
my savior. 48For he has looked upon his handmaid’s lowliness;

behold, from now on will all ages call me blessed.

Father God, thank you for being our Mighty One, our Savior, and worthy of all our praise.
Thank you for this season of reflection and response. Help us to worship and praise you
first. Help us to focus more on You and Your character than the circumstances of our daily
lives. Help us to respond to Your call like Mary – by being completely available to You with
open hands and hearts. Amen

LET’S PRAY

LynnP rince



Finding theExtraordinary

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24

In this passage we read one of the most well-known Bible stories. It’s the
story of an extraordinary birth that took place in themidst of average ordinary
events…people on the move and traveling, working at their jobs, going about

the business of life.

It makes me wonder; how often are we too caught up in the chaos of daily schedules that
we miss out on experiencing something extraordinary? It’s easy to focus on the stress and
mundane of life. What if, instead, we look with intention for the small miracles that take
place each day?

For myself, I would find the friend who always knows when to bring me coffee and warm
hugs; the joy in my children’s smiles and laughter; the nurse who sat with me at the hospital
and prayed when I needed God the most; the beauty of nature during a walk on a chilly
sun-filled morning; and the quiet moments when I feel mymom’s presence beside me. Life
is full of the extra-ordinary; we need only take a moment and look for it. Maybe then, we
would discover a life filled with more joys than we can imagine!

This passage is a Bible story that is told year after year, and yet each time it reveals new
miracles, new messages of God’s hope and joy. It is through Jesus’ ordinary human birth
in a stable surrounded by barn animals that God knelt down before us and handed us the
most extraordinary gift…a Savior.

Luke 2:1-14
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LET’S PRAY

KarinaRhodes

10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you
good news of great joy for all the people.”

Heavenly Father, while in the midst of our busy lives help us to see the extraordinary gifts
that are all around us. Fill our hearts with the joy that comes from the great news of the birth
of our Savior. In your name we pray, Amen.



Reflecting Light intoDark Corners

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 25

If we are focusing on the true light then the darkness will not eclipse it. John
was not the light, but he reflected the light. He was a unique individual both
in lifestyle and in that he was chosen by God to introduce Jesus to the world

as “the light.” John laid no claim to power or position for himself. He spoke with
authority which came from God.

We all encounter on occasion those who reflect the light of Christ. In fact, it pleases God
greatly to speak to us through one another. Some even project a brilliance which might be
described asmagnetic and particularly powerful. We must, however, be vigilant in guarding
our pathways so that we are not led by anything that “merely glitters.”

God gives us gifts to help us discern the true source of “light” that we might encounter daily.
One obvious gift is the Scriptures. A second is human reason. John’s purity of life and
courage to speak the truth to power was clear evidence of his credibility. Is it not appropriate
for each of us to ask ourselves “what is the evidence of our credibility?”

John 1:1-14
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Gracious father, we pray that you would bring purity to our lives that wemight choose those
paths that lead to you and in doing so we might be effective witnesses, bringing your light
into dark corners of the world.

LET’S PRAY

Mike Lampen

What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.
5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
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