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Our Mission
To know Christ and
to make Him known

Our Vision
Connecting to God

Connecting to Each Other
Connecting to Our World

Join Us for Important Events Happening in
September at St. Luke’s  

‘Gods Work. Our Hands’ – Sept. 12
Each year the ELCA holds a denomination-wide service Sunday. We invite
you to join St. Luke’s congregation on September 12 at 11Am to fill hygiene
kits for Northview Next and do yard work on their campus.

Northview Next, the alternative school and career center where several
church members mentor students, is located across the Beltline from St.
Luke’s. We will meet in the church parking lot before starting our projects.
Kits will be assembled outdoors at church.

Items needed for the 30 kits: Toothpaste, Toothbrushes, Deodorant, Soap, Lo-
tion, Washcloths, Hand Towels, Gallon Bags, 23 bottles each of shampoo and
conditioner, 7 bottles each of ethnic shampoo and ethnic conditioner. A col-
lection bin is in the Narthex – please cross of the items you bring on the mas-
ter List near the bin.

Yard work project – bring your own tools (rakes, mower, weed whip, clip-
pers, etc.)

Connection Sunday – Sept. 19
On Sunday, September 19 following the outdoor service, we will kick off the
new 2021-2022 faith formation season. While our children enjoy Kids’ Club
(learn about this new ministry on page 2) everybody else is invited to gather
with their chairs under a shade tree and reconnect while enjoying an ice
cream social.

“So let us not grow weary in doing
what is right, for we will reap at har-
vest time, if we do not give up. So
then, whenever we have an opportu-
nity, let us work for the good of all,
and especially for those of the family
of faith.”
Galatians 6:9–10

St. Luke’s worship service moved out-
doors in mid-August due to rising
COVID numbers in Kent County. The
Re-Entry Task Force continues to
monitor the health conditions in our
area and provides guidance to the
Church Council.  See the article on
Page 3 for more details.

let’sserve

Worship Moved Outdoors 

Ways to participate in God’s Work, Our Hands
Donate items Assemble kits Help with yard work



What? When? Where? How? Who?
These questions have plagued our con-
gregation for years when we talk about
Youth ministry.

The same questions are being asked
now with even greater urgency be-
cause of the low number of young fam-
ilies and lack of high school youth in
our congregation. It is painful! We can
even descend into blame and pointing
of the finger during our most frus-
trated moments, but that doesn’t help
anyone and no one person or program
or lack of program is to “blame.”

We are grateful that we can look back
to what some would call our “glory
days” and wish we had the magic
sauce to reproduce them. People have
spoken to me affectionately of one
such youth ministry leader: Kate. In
the 10 years I have served at St. Luke’s,
several others have been tasked with

the care of our youth, including Pastor
Emily, Pastor Aaron, Alex R. and Pas-
tor marcy (I filled in briefly before Pas-
tor marcy was hired and  we were
between leaders). Pastor marcy and
the youth ministry team worked hard
to offer events that were rarely at-
tended; it was extremely discouraging
for them. 

So now what? Bishop Satterlee has told
us over and over that there are a very
few number of trained youth pastors
and even fewer seminarians or pastors
interested in making that their spe-
cialty. Youth involvement in church is
dropping globally. But, we all know of
some churches that have rip roaring
youth groups. What are we doing
wrong, we ask?  What can we do?
What are we doing?

St. Luke’s is actively exploring partner-
ships with other churches who have

A message from the Minister of Spiritual Formation & Assistant to the Pastor 

Youth Ministry: In Search of the Magic Sauce

youth programs. We can celebrate that
there are churches in our area that do
have strong programs and urge our
youth to take advantage of them. They
then can return to “home base” and
worships, share their experiences, and
help us forge a new path. They can
participate in the mentoring program
which has great materials to help them
lean into their faith. We can make a
concerted effort to engage them in the
life of our congregation and equip
them to serve others.

Each of us, regardless of age and en-
ergy, needs to ask God to show us how
we can concretely live into the prom-
ises we made to God and to these chil-
dren at baptism. (Note: despair is not
an option.)

Your Servant in Christ,

Sharon Ross

Kids’ Club Kicks Off New Season of Children’s Faith Formation Ministry

It is no secret that the Faith Formation ministry team has
struggled with what and how to offer faith formation for
our children and youth. As a matter of fact, we have bent
over backwards to be transparent. Our challenges stem
from the uncertainty surrounding the pandemic, an ab-
sence of youth, and a lack of teachers. We have decided
to do a little something different to kick off the year. 

Kids’ Club
For five consecutive Sundays, September 19 - October 17,
the faith formation team will be hosting “Kids’ Club,” a
VBS-style program. It will take place outside after the
9:30Am Sunday service. Everyone will be masked and are
asked to bring their own beverages and snacks. 

We’ve selected “ReNew” curriculum from Augsburg
Fortress with a  Scripture focus on the Parable of the

Sower. Among other things, this curriculum will help our
children understand the importance of caring for the
earth.

Helpers Needed
We need two each of: story tellers, activity table leaders,
and game leaders who are 12 and older. You can serve
each of the five weeks or whichever Sundays you can.
I am hoping this will be a fun and relaxed time for our
community to spend time together, and time for us to see
how the pandemic will impact our future planning. We
hope our high school kids will be help and have plenty of
casual opportunities to connect with each other.

We pray that even though the numbers may be small, the
faith lessons and community love will help our children
on their spiritual journey.



We will conduct our outdoor wor-
ship service as we did earlier this
summer. We will meet at the top
of the hill at 9:30Am. Please bring
your own chairs and wear your
masks. Visit the table to sign-in.
You may also sign in on your mo-
bile device using the Realm Con-
nect app. Communion (bread and
wine) will continue to be served,
as we have done indoors. Our
livestreaming service will take
place at 11Am.

As your busy summer comes to a close, it’s time to return to a routine of spiritual
learning. Check out these week day and evening opportunities for the fall.

“Searching for Sunday” by Rachel Held Evans
A 7-week book study, starting the week of September 12, facilitated by Tracy Flan-
ders. The book, written by the late ms. Evans, is 288 pages with 7 sections that will
require reading about 40 pages a week. There is a limited number of hard copies
and digital copies in the KDL system. I think that the Zoom approach is best, but
would consider in person too. Here are options for days and times to meet:
1. Sunday evenings: 6:00 or 7:00
2. monday evenings: 7:30
3. Tuesday evenings: 7:00 or 7:30
Please reply by September 5 to Tracy (flanderstracy1@gmail.com) and indicate
your preferences for day, time, and meeting venue.

“Holy Envy, Finding God in the Faith of Others” by Barbara Brown Taylor
Women of the Word (WOW) resumes this fall with a well written and thoughtful
book by ms. Taylor, former Episcopalian pastor and college professor, that will
lead to good discussion about balancing our commitment to our faith with an
openness and respect for others. 
       •  Wednesday 9:30 – 11:00am
       •  Beginning September 15
       •  meets via Zoom
       •  Facilitated by Deb Granger
       •  To join or more info, contact Deb: grangerdeb@gmail.com

“Spiritual Disciplines Handbook: Practices that Transform Us” by Adele Calhoun
Instead of just giving information about spiritual disciplines, this handbook is full
of practical, accessible guidance that helps you actually do them. 
       •  Wednesday 6:30 – 8:30pm
       •  October 6 – November 10
       •  meets via Zoom
       •  Facilitated by Sharon Ross
       •   To join or more info, contact Sharon: sharonstlk@gmail.com

“Troubling the Waters for the Healing of the Church: a Journey for White
Christians from Privilege to Partnership”
The curriculum was developed for the ELCA by its Commission for multicultural
ministries to confront and discuss openly the truth of our past and present in
order to be set free to move from privilege to partnership.  
       •  Thursday 6:30 – 8:30pm
       •  Beginning November 18 – June 9, 2022 (18 sessions)
       •  meets via Zoom
       •  Co-facilitated by meredith Bricker and Paula Gaylord
       •  Group limited to 20 participants
       •   To join or more info, contact the church office: office@saintlukeschurch.org

2nd PPP Loan Forgiven

Worship Moves Outside

St. Luke’s second federal loan
through the Payroll Protection
Plan (PPP) was been forgiven as
per terms of the loan. This loan
covered part of the church’s pay-
roll costs in 2020-21 and will be
recorded as grant income.

Northview Next Mentoring

In-person mentoring will resume
this fall with Northview students.
Provided there are no changes,
mentors can begin mentoring after
training in October. If you are in-
terested in becoming  a mentor
please contact Chantil DeWitt,
Northview mentor Coordinator
(tildewitt@comcast.net)

Nurture your faith through these studies this fall

NECM/Meijer Promo

At the Plainfield meijer you can
pay for a $10 Simply Give card at
the checkout and meijer will
match your donation to NECm
(North End Community min-
istry) in the form of gift cards so
the ministry can stock their food
pantry. The promotion runs
through October 2.



Supper House serves hot meals to its neighbors with dignity and love
By Sandra Sudak,
St. Luke’s member

What images come to
mind when you hear
“Free Hot meal”?  De-
pression era soup kitchen
lines? Weary looking
souls? Chronic homelessness? Neigh-
bors who have hard times making
ends meet?

The North End Community ministry
(NECm) Supper House prepares hot
meals for its neighbors once or twice a
week at St. Alphonsus Church where
we enter through the back door from
the parking lot on the northwest corner
of Leonard Street and Lafayette. Area
churches are invited to join in serving
the meals. It’s quite simple - meet with

fellow members of St. Luke’s, put on
an apron and gloves, take beverage or-
ders, serve the guests a hot meal, clean
up the tables after dinner.

No lines - it is restaurant style. The
dignity of the guest is maintained,
being able to sit down and be served
rather than having to line up. Some
guests choose to eat alone while others
have developed a sense of community
and share conversations and laughter
during their mealtime. There is an op-

Summer Collection for Northview Next Students
All summer St. Luke’s collected supplies for Northview Next students who at-
tend the school campus located across the Beltline from the church. Their cur-
riculum tends to revolve around projects that are interdisciplinary. Thank you
to all who contributed items to our collection efforts.

portunity for the servers
to interact with the
guests and other volun-
teers. 

It’s not hard, it’s worth-
while, it meets a need,
it’s not paternalistic, it

provides worth and dignity for the
guests. It is doing the Lord’s work.

Supper House is opening to serve
meals to its neighbors beginning in
September. They depend on a team of
8-10 folks from St. Luke’s on one
Thursday evening (4:45-6:45) each
month. If you have questions about
this ministry or want to serve please
contact Paula Gaylord (paulagay-
lord3336@gmail.com) and/or church
office (office@saintlukeschurch.org)

For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger

and you invited me in.  (Matthew 25:35)

A local coalition of institutions,
churches, and nonprofits are forming
to work across social, economic, and
racial boundaries to develop leader-
ship and effect change at institutional
levels. 

West michigan Community Organiz-
ing group (WmCO), formerly the
micah Center, believes that building
relationships throughout the commu-
nity will strengthen the group and
help bring about change and hope in
the future.

WmCO intends to bring together 20+
organizations to form its base. They
have a significant number of organiza-
tions committed at this point, but are
interested in St. Luke’s joining them.
For the past few years a handful of St.
Luke’s members have attended
WmCO meetings.

In an effort to ascertain congregational
interest in joining WmCO, they will
make a presentation to us, either in
person or on Zoom in the next few
months. All are encouraged to attend

their presentation and learn how to get
involved in something bigger than
ourselves and make real change at in-
stitutional levels.

Watch for more details about the
WmCO presentation. For questions or
more information on the  group please
contact Jan Barclay
(barclayjlm@att.net) or Paula Gaylord
(paulagaylord3336@gmail.com). 

St. Luke’s Considers Becoming a Part of Something Bigger in the Community



• Youth representative is needed to join the Council. 

• Consecration Sunday is tentatively planned for the second Sunday of
       November.

• Council discussed a request for staff to be in office on more regular basis 
       and post hours for the community. 

• Council discussed its Prayer List policy. (See article on page 7.) 

• Report was given by Council members who met with three families
       expressing concerns about the church. A meeting with a fourth family 
       is upcoming. 

Complete minutes are available in the church office.

CHURCH COUNCIL August Highlights
You’re invited to Access of West michi-
gan’s 40th Anniversary Celebration and
Fundraiser. Enjoy yard games, refresh-
ing drinks and dinner provided by
Farm Kitchen, a local partner in Access’
Good Food Initiative
• Thursday, September 23
• Grant Pavilion, millenium Park
• 5:30- 8:00pm

For more details, visit:
info@accessofwestmichigan.org

Celebrate with Access

Give now to Lutheran Disaster Re-
sponse for earthquake disaster relief in
Haiti. For over two decades, the ELCA
has maintained a presence in southern
Haiti through support for agricultural
and sustainable development work. To
continue our engagement with those
communities, LDR is collaborating
with partner organizations in the com-
munities to meet relief needs, includ-
ing food, water, medical supplies and
temporary shelter.

To for more information and give,
visit: elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-
Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Re-
sponse

Relief for Haitians

Samaritas and Lutheran Immigration
and Refugee Service (LIRS) are organ-
izing the safe resettlement of Afghan
refugees in michigan. Supplies for
families, such as house furnishings and
supplies for babies and young chil-
dren, are needed. Also, monetary do-
nations are needed to support rental
homes or apartments in advance of
families arriving to ensure a safe and
efficient home to be available when the
refugee(s) travel is ultimately finalized.

For more information and to give,
visit: samaritas.org/refugee-crisis

Resettling Afghan Refugees

Dear St. Luke’s Family, 

Thank you for your prayers, voicemails, flowers, cards and
meals after my dad Roger Garst died suddenly. Thank you to all
who attended his memorial. I’m learning to live without my best
friend. Great is God’s faithfulness. God bless you.

Tracy Flanders

Dear St. Luke’s Family, 

Thank you to all of you for your prayers and cards following
Donna’s passing. This was so meaningful to the family and es-
pecially to Will and me during this difficult time. Thanks to Pas-
tor Dave as well for his reaching out to us this last month or
so. Although nothing can make this season of life easy, we are
blessed to be part of this family. 

Will & Theresa Cottrell

Letters of Thanks
and Appreciation



making Christ known through all the earth
The Christmas star above
Proclaimed to all his holy birth,
A covenant of love.

making Christ known, the blessed cross
Stands before all to see;
For all his sheep he suffered loss—
God’s grace for you and me.

making Christ know, an empty tomb
Where Jesus once was laid,
Now is death conquered, lilies bloom!
Hail, glorious Easter Day!

A hymn from the Senior Pastor

Making Christ Known

making Christ know to all in need,
Open your hearts to care,
The Bread of Life his children feed,
The Living Water share.

making Christ known to everyone,
Through learning, work and play.
Sleep sweetly when the hour is done,
God is with you today.

David M. Blank
© 1995

Did you ever talk to someone but feel
as if that person just wasn’t listening?

Stephen ministers are trained to listen
well. They will hear what you have to
share and respond lovingly and non-
judgmentally – rather than telling you
what you should or shouldn’t have
done.

If you need someone who will really
listen to you as you work through a
problem in your life, consider Stephen
ministry. Call Pastor Dave (363-2381)
and he will get you connected with a
Stephen minister at St. Luke’s.

Samaritas will host Be the Rock is
Under the Stars again this year inside
LmCU Ballpark (formerly Fifth Third
Ballpark) for an unforgettable evening.
• monday, September 13
• 6:00pm: VIP & General Reception,
Live Entertainment, 50/50 Raffle
Ticket Sales
• 7:00pm: Dinner
• 7:30pm: mission Impact Program
• 8:55pm: Fireworks Show

Funds raised will support the impor-
tant mission of Samaritas, serving peo-
ple as expression of the love of Christ.

St. Luke’s third quarter (July - Septem-
ber) Quiet Offering is designated for
Heartside Gleaning. This local Grand
Rapids organization works to empower
the Heartside, Roosevelt Park, John Ball
Park, and surrounding communities to
become healthier through increased ac-
cess to healthy food and by providing
nutrition education.

Heartside Gleaning collects excess pro-
duce from local farmers’ markets and
transports it to the Heartside and sur-
rounding communities for distribution
to individuals, local food pantries, and
local free or low-cost meal programs.
They also pack and distribute Good
Food Boxes, which are boxes of fresh
produce, to families and individuals.

Stephen Ministry Heartside GleaningSamaritas Fundraiser



In Our Prayers

SERVING IN PUBLIC SAFETY

Local and state police officers, firefighters and EmTs
marines - Jordan Adams
Army - Taylor Ahn, max Angel, Jacob Bacarella, matthew Crawford, 
       Nathaniel & Rachel mitcavish, Alex Yurush
Air Force - michael Bayer, Alex & Ashley Bickel, Blaine Hughes,
       Dan morris, melissa Valentino, Kelli Walker
Air Force Reserves - molly martinez-Bayer
National Guard - Gabriel Wiltzer

CURRENT PRAYERS

For God’s great healing power for those with seen and unseen illnesses,
anxiety or fear, those struggling financially, and those who are grieving
For our local, state, and national leaders
For Ann & Joel, Barb, Betty, Brendan, Cecilia, Dee, Doug, mike, Vince and
family, megan Barlow (niece of Tracy Flanders), and Penelope Calder (an
immune compromised child) 

BAPTISm

Oren Lee Uecker Herman, son on Joordn and Caleb, August 15. His bap-
tismal sponsors are Rebecca Hall and Cameron and Catelyn Smith.

SYmPATHY

For the family of Nancy Bunton, wife of Jack, on her August 11 internment
in the memorial Garden.
For the more than 622,000 people in the US who have died from COVID-19

HOmE BOUND

Al     Joyce    Tudy    Else    Judy    Ruth    Lynn

PRAYER FOCUS

Church council, pastors, staff, church leadership 
The on-going work of our Re-Entry Task Force and church ministry teams
Bishops Elizabeth Eaton and Craig Satterlee
Faith Lutheran Church in Grand Rapids
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Rev molly Bosscher and their
       Presiding Bishop michael Curry
Family Promise ministries
Heartside Gleaning, our 3rd Q quiet offering

THE EPISTLE is published monthly as a
ministry of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church of
Grand Rapids, Michigan. The congregation is
invited to submit articles to the Editorial
Staff. Articles are due by the second Sunday
of each month. Support Staff: Sue Stevens
and Linda Reyelts.

Church Staff
Ministers .................................All Members
Senior Pastor ............................David Blank
Minister of Spiritual Formation/

Assistant to Pastor ................Sharon Ross
Minister of Worship & Music 
.......................................Jonathan Lonsway
Treasurer..........................Denise Spaulding
Administrative Assistant ..........Sue Stevens
Coord. of Worship Tech ............Josh Crystal
Coord. of Early Childhood

Ministry ......................Susan VanderLaan
Custodian ..................................Eric Glazier
Maintenance .....................Mike Fessenden
Phone Number: ...................616-363-2381
Fax Number: ........................616-363-5713
Website:  saintlukeschurch.org
E-mail: office@saintlukeschurch.org
Facebook: facebook.com/stlukesgr
Address: 3215 Four Mile Rd.

Grand Rapids, MI 49525

Congregation Council
President ..................................Bill Granger
Vice President .........................Karen Fisher
Secretary.........................Christine Crandell
Connecting liaison.......................................
Digital Presence liaison ....Andy Gunderson
Faith Formation liaison ...........Beth Warloe
Finance liaison...........................Eric Bricker
Good News liaison .............Theresa Cottrell
Growth & Prop liaison..............Pastor Dave
Safety & Risk Mgmt liaison......Beth Warloe
Social Justice liaison.................Sharon Ross
Stewardship liaison .....................................
Worship & Music liaison........Mike Lampen
Liaison at Large .........................Diane Rabe

We are a 

congregation
steohen

MINISTRY

Please remember you may include names of loved ones on St. Luke’s prayer list
which is published in the Epistle and available via a link on the church’s website
and Realm app.

Due to privacy concerns we use first names only. Full names will be included for
family members who have given consent to include their name on the list.

Names remain on the prayer list for three weeks.  To continue to keep a name on
the list after three weeks please call the office and ask to include the name for the
next three weeks.

St. Luke’s Prayer List Policy



“Then [Noah] sent out the dove from him, to see if the waters had
subsided from the face of the ground; but the dove found no place
to set its foot, and it returned to him in the ark, for the waters
were still on the face of the whole earth. So he put out his hand
and took it and brought it into the ark with him. He waited an-
other seven days, and again he sent out the dove from the ark; and
the dove came back to him in the evening, and there in its beak
was a freshly plucked olive leaf; so Noah knew that the waters had
subsided from the earth. Then he waited another seven days, and
sent out the dove; and it did not return to him any more” (Gene-
sis 8:8–12).

I think we know how Noah, Noah’s family, and both the
wild and domestic animals reacted when the dove returned
not once but twice to indicate that it was not yet time to dis-
embark the ark. We do not know what everyone said when
Noah took in the dove and shut the window of the ark. We
do know what the children of Israel said when it was not
yet time to abandon the wilderness and arrive in the prom-
ised land. “And all the Israelites complained against moses
and Aaron; the whole congregation said to them, ‘Would that we
had died in the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in this
wilderness!’” (Numbers 14:22). 

The COVID-19 flood continues; our wilderness journey is
not yet done. We need to get vaccinated to protect ourselves
and others. We need to wear masks to slow the spread of a
more contagious variant. I assess that we are at the worst
place in the pandemic because the COVID-19 virus has
been joined by a virus of anger, impatience, frustration, and
complaining, which often seems to be expressed at church
and directed at pastors. 

A pastor recently told me that they are exhausted from
doing everything possible to keep the congregation safe
and healthy and then having to respond to their complaints
for doing so. Another pastor described feeling like a com-
plete failure because of the impossibility of finding a way to
please anyone, since every decision made angers and alien-
ates someone. I have talked to several pastors who are ac-
tively wondering what they could do other than serve the

church. I regularly recall words of the prophet Ezekiel read
when I was installed in my first call: “The people also are impu-
dent and stubborn: I send you to them; and you shall say to them,
‘Thus says the Lord God.’ And whether they hear or refuse to hear
(for they are a rebellious house) they will know that there has been
a prophet among them” (Ezekiel 2:4-5). I love that God tells
Ezekiel not to be afraid of their words nor dismayed by
their looks. 

First, I share all of this to indicate to our pastors and dea-
cons that I am aware, I care, and I implore you to reach out
to me when you need help. Second, I ask everyone in our
Synod to get vaccinated and to wear a mask to help contain
the virus. Jesus commands us to love one another as he
loves us (John 13:34) and to love our neighbor as ourselves
(mark 12:31). Christianity is not an “I” but a “we” faith and
so we must do our part in loving and protecting one an-
other. Third, I recommend congregations begin to plan now
for what they will do when things get worse and restric-
tions return. I expect the dove to return to the ark because
there is not yet a place for it to land. 

When you need to grumble and complain, when you’re
running short on patience, take it to the Lord in prayer
rather than to your pastor in anger. Ask our gracious God
to increase in you the gift of patience, to soften your heart,
and to grant you grace to put the best construction on
things. Eventually the flood subsided, the exodus con-
cluded, and this pandemic will end. We’re just not there
yet. 

With you in the ark.

Life Aboard the Ark
By the Rev. Craig Alan Satterlee, Ph.D., Bishop
North/West Lower Michigan Synod  

Reprinted with permission from the North/West Lower Michigan Synod Newsletter, mittensynod.org – August 2021


