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Our Mission
To know Christ and
to make Him known

Our Vision
Connecting to God

Connecting to Each Other
Connecting to Our World

God’s Work. Our Hands. 

Thanks to the generosity of St. Luke’s donations and a handful of servants, 30
hygiene kits for students at the Northview Next Career Center were assembled
on Sunday, September 12. This was St. Luke’s part in the “God’s Work. Our
Hands” denomination-wide service day. It is intended as a way to be visible in
the community by being good neighbors.

The kits contained toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo, conditioner, deodorant,
lotion, and washcloths. There were many extra items which were also given to
the school’s pantry. 

Northview Next is the alternative school and career center where several church
members mentor students. It is located across the East Beltline from the church. 

Merciful God,

We praise you because you know all
things, see all things, and remember
us. Thank you that we can depend on
your presence with us in every season
and situation, that each time has pur-
pose and meaning. We are grateful
that each season is orchestrated by
you, even the harder ones. Help us to
see your hand and guidance in our
lives as we go through changes, the
highs, and the lows. May we grow in
trust and persevere in the valleys.
How great you are, oh God, for being
so intentional to care for us in every
season. For even when things seem
glum, your light continues to shine on
us in mercy and grace.

Amen. 

let’spray

Hygiene Kits Assembled for Northview Students



Dear Friends in Christ:

Ruth Thiebout, our oldest member
(though you wouldn’t know it for
someone who is 103) and a charter
member of St. Luke’s shared this story
with me:

“I was in Aldi’s when a mother and
her young daughter approached me.
The little girl handed me a bouquet of
flowers. The mother told me her
daughter had seen me and wanted to
give me flowers. I thanked the little
girl and said, ‘I bet I remind you of
someone’s grandma.’ She nodded her
head yes. As they left the mother
handed me the receipt for the flowers
as she didn’t want the store to think
the flowers weren’t purchased.”

What a beautiful gesture and an inspir-
ing story. It certainly made Ruth’s day
and it made my day as well when she
shared with me her encounter with the
little girl and her mother.  

In a time when people are on edge and
in fear – road rage, threats towards
those who wear masks and those who
don’t, political upheaval and the con-
tinuation of lies and deceit - a little
kindness can go a long way.

A generous tip to an overworked wait-
ress/waiter, a smile and saying hello
to the person walking toward you,
helping someone in a grocery store
who is stretching to reach for an item
on an upper shelf that is just a few
inches too far from their grasp, a visit
to someone in despair are a few ways

The Power of a Little Kindness

to bring hope and a smile to someone
who just needs to know God loves
them and that love is reflected through
those of us who follow in the path of
Christ.

“Love one another.” That’s what Jesus
tells us. It’s not complicated. Ruth’s en-
counter with the little girl and the
mother is a simple but powerful ges-
ture in what it means to love.

Thanks, Ruth, for allowing me to share
this story. Each one of us can make a
difference in this world. Make a differ-
ence. Make someone’s day. Share the
love of God as God has so generously
give to you.

In Christ,
Pastor Dave

A message from the Senior Pastor 

Did you ever talk to someone but feel
as if that person just wasn’t listening?

Stephen Ministers are trained to listen
well. They will hear what you have to
share and respond lovingly and non-
judgmentally – rather than telling you
what you should or shouldn’t have
done.

If you need someone who will really
listen to you as you work through a
problem in your life, consider Stephen
Ministry. Call Pastor Dave (363-2381)
and he will get you connected with a
Stephen Minister at St. Luke’s.

NECM’s Supper House, located in the
lower level of St. Alphonsus Church,
continues to be off to a slow start with
less than half the number of diners
they had before Covid. As a result,
they are only open on Tuesday
evenings through December.

The dates that St. Luke’s has commit-
ted to help are Sept 21, October 19, No-
vember 9, and Dec 14 between
4:45-6:45. If anyone is interested in
more information or wanting to serve,
please contact Paula Gaylord at
paulagaylord3336@gmail.com

Patrons and staff have been hit hard
recently by the Delta variant of
COVID-19. Here’s how you can help:

• Contribute financially to help cover
additional costs for sanitizing supplies,
carpet cleaning, food, etc. 
• Donate items for To-Go meals such
water bottles, containers, and individ-
ually packaged foods. 
• Sign-up to donate a meal. We are in
need of casseroles produced in a com-
mercial kitchen.

For more information, visit their web-
site: Degageministries.org 

Stephen Ministry Dégagé MinistriesSupper House



The week of August 29, several
churches in our synod included St.
Luke’s in their prayers. Those  let-
ters are posted on the wall in the
hallway near the church office.

Check out these week day and evening opportunities for growing your faith.

“Troubling the Waters for the Healing of the Church: a Journey for White
Christians from Privilege to Partnership”
The curriculum was developed for the ELCA by its Commission for Multicultural
Ministries to confront and discuss openly the truth of our past and present in
order to be set free to move from privilege to partnership. All readings are in-
cluded in the curriculum and there may be a small fee for the printing.  
       •  Thursday 6:30 – 8:30pm
       •  November 18 – June 9, 2022 (18 sessions)
       •  Meets via Zoom
       •  Co-facilitated by Meredith Bricker and Paula Gaylord
       •  Group limited to 20 participants
       •   To join or more info, contact the church office: office@saintlukeschurch.org

“Holy Envy: Finding God in the Faith of Others” by Barbara Brown Taylor
Join the Women of the Word (WOW) for a well-written and thoughtful book by
Ms. Taylor, former Episcopalian pastor and college professor, that will lead to
good discussion about balancing our commitment to our faith with an openness
and respect for others. 
       •  Wednesday 9:30 – 11:00am
       • Ongoing - December
       •  Meets via Zoom
       •  Facilitated by Deb Granger
       •  To join or more info, contact Deb: grangerdeb@gmail.com

Dégagé Fundraiser

Lifted Up In Prayer

Buy a commemorative brick and
help Dégagé Ministries reach its
capital campaign goals. The bricks
will help pave the courtyard at the
new and renovated facility. For
more information, contact Brooke
Jevicks:
brooke@degageministries.org

Northview Mentoring
In-person mentoring will resume
this fall with Northview students.
Provided there are no changes,
mentors can begin mentoring after
training in October. If you are in-
terested in becoming  a mentor
please contact Chantil DeWitt,
Northview Mentor Coordinator
(tildewitt@comcast.net)

Nurture your faith through these studies this fall

Worship Update
When the weather becomes too
cold to be outdoors, St. Luke’s
will shift to livestreaming-only
worship until the Kent County
numbers reach our threshold for
indoor worship. Watch for an an-
nouncement about when this
shift will take place.

During some recent cleaning and
searching for supplies for our Sunday
Kid's Club, a church volunteer made a
surprising discovery: a beautiful offer-
ing box containing $98.25
for Lutheran World Relief
from our 3- and 4-year-
old faith formation class.

The children had been
collecting their weekly of-
ferings from Sept. 2019 -
March 2020 in anticipa-
tion of sending it to LWR at the end of
the FF year in May. However, the pan-

LWR Offering From Some of Our Youngest Saints

demic disrupted those plans and the
offering box was tucked away.

To everyone’s delight, the offerings
are now on their way
to LWR for a very
timely contribution
towards the many
needs around the na-
tion and the world.
As one teacher re-
marked upon the of-
fering’s discovery,

“This is a true witness to how pen-
nies add up and make a difference.”



St. Luke’s Considers Becoming a Part of Something Bigger in the Community

Several St. Luke’s members have been
attending meetings and building rela-
tionships with participants from other
churches and organizations over the
past year to form a broad-based organ-
ization in West Michigan that will help
to alleviate the pressures families face.

Previous meetings have included sto-
ries from individuals who have strug-

gled for justice and examples of com-
munities that have been able to effect
changes that have made life better for
their citizens.

As a church we are small, but as part
of a larger group we can make a differ-
ence in the lives of others. Please con-
sider joining us for this meeting on
October 28, either in person or on

zoom. To register or for more informa-
tion please contact Jan Barclay (bar-
clayjlm@att.net) or Paula Gaylord
(paulagaylord3336@gmail.com).

Date: Thursday, October 28
Time: 7:00-8:30PM

Place: Oakdale Park Church
       961 Temple St. SE

Kids’ Club Kicks Off New Season of Children’s Faith Formation

Kids’ Club
Now through October 24, the faith formation team is
hosting “Kids’ Club,” a VBS-style program for children in
pre-K through 5th grade.

It will take place in the playground area after the 9:30AM

Sunday service from 11AM - noon. Everyone will be
masked and are asked to bring their own beverages and
snacks. 

We’ve selected “ReNew” curriculum from Augsburg
Fortress with a  Scripture focus on the Parable of the
Sower. Among other things, this curriculum will help our
children understand the importance of caring for the
earth.

Adult Fellowship
Parents and other adults are invited to visit with each
other near the playground during Kids’ Club.

For youth in 6th - 8th grades, please
join Mrs.Rhodes outside after church
services from 11AM - noon for our mid-
dle school Faith Formation classes.

We will hold class outside after church
until October 24, and we have tentative
plans to hold weekly Zoom meetings
after this date, depending on whether
or not we can use the church building.

Stay tuned for more information about
November and December as we con-
tinue to receive information about the
church's protocols from the Task Force
Committee.

If you have a student in 6th - 12th
grade who would like to begin the
Youth Mentoring Program to become
a member at St. Luke's, please contact
Karina Rhodes at
rhodeskarina5@gmail.com to begin the
process of connecting with an adult St.
Luke's mentor.

Additional information about this pro-
gram will be provided in the middle
school and high school Faith Forma-
tion classes this fall so that students
and mentors can begin their mentoring
journey together in January 2022.  

Middle School FF Youth Mentoring High School FF

Youth in 9th - 12th grades are invited
to meet with leaders Brian Rice and
Eric & Meredith Bricker via Zoom at
noon on Sundays (after livestream
church service) beginning Sunday, Oc-
tober 3.

Please contact Meredith
(meredith.bricker@gmail.com) for the
Zoom link for this class. 



Special Meeting of the Council on September 1
•  Reviewed recent letters from congregants. Discussed next steps.

•  Approved a motion to bring in the synod to conduct interviews with the
pastor, staff, and congregation. The synod team will report its recommenda-
tions to the council; the bishop will present recommendations at a congrega-
tional meeting.

Regular Meeting of the Council on September 14
•  Approved a recommendation to retain Denise Spaulding as the church
treasurer for another year.

•  Approved exploring the possibility of opening a daycare at St. Luke’s.

•  Approved dates for budget forum, budget vote, and annual meeting.

•  Approved tasking a team to plan St. Luke’s 40th Anniversary Celebration.

Complete minutes are available in the church office.

CHuRCH COuNCIL September Highlights

St. Luke’s council and ministry team
members have been preparing budget
requests for the church’s 2022 annual
budget. A draft budget will be finalized
then distributed to the congregation on
November 5 via your email on file in the
church office.

Please contact Sue Stevens at
office@saintlukeschurch.org if you have
a new email address or are not sure
your email is on file. If you do not have
email, the budget will be delivered by
postal mail.

The Finance Ministry Team will host a
budget Forum on Sunday, November 21
via Zoom following the 11am online
worship service. This is a meeting which
allows members to ask questions about
the proposed budget and to give input. 

The congregational vote for approval of
the final budget will take place on Sun-
day, December 5 via Zoom.

Proposed 2022 Budget

Mike Fessenden,
maintenance, and
Jonathan Lonsway,
Minister of Worship &
Music, both celebrate
13 years at St. Luke’s
this month. Thank you
for your long-standing
and faithful service to
our congregation.

Mike

Jonathan

A team of 12 representing St. Luke’s will travel to Sebring, FL in early November
to partner with Habitat for Humanity (HFH) to help build new homes. This is
the same neighborhood where two previous St. Luke’s mission-build groups
worked (2018 and 2019). Due to the pandemic HFH suspended using volunteer
work groups until just recently.

This south-central part of Florida saw great devastation from Hurricane Irma in
September 2017. According to local HFH officials, over 13,000 homes were dam-
aged in the county with total damages estimated at over $360 million. For the
past four years, HFH has been building homes in a new subdivision on Inspira-
tion Drive. The 40- home neighborhood is nearly complete.

St. Luke’s team will return to this build site November 6 -13 and continue the
progress of providing new housing for families displaced by the storm. Like the
2019 team, they also plan to host a neighborhood BBQ to help build community
spirit.

Please lift up in prayer the members of the team, the HFH work crew, and the
families receiving the homes.

Mission Build Team 2021 members: Renee Brinks, Cathy Crawford, Mike Craw-
ford, Dave Jaeger, Bill Merrill, Lynn Prince, Fred Reyelts, Larry Sakala, Danya
Vander Lugt, Carrie Wygmans, David Wygmans, Cindy Zientarski.

Sebring, FL – Nov. 6-13



In Our Prayers

SERVING IN PuBLIC SAFETY

Local and state police officers, firefighters, EMTs, chaplains, health care
workers
Marines - Jordan Adams
Army - Taylor Ahn, Max Angel, Jacob Bacarella, Matthew Crawford, 
       Nathaniel & Rachel Mitcavish, Alex Yurush
Air Force - Michael Bayer, Alex & Ashley Bickel, Dan Morris, Melissa 
       Valentino, Kelli Walker
Air Force Reserves - Molly Martinez-Bayer
National Guard - Gabriel Wiltzer

CuRRENT PRAYERS

For God’s great healing power for those with seen and unseen illnesses,
anxiety or fear, those struggling financially, and those who are grieving
For our local, state, and national leaders
For Barb Bickel,  Penelope Calder (an immune compromised child), Ce-
cilia, Brendan, Cecilia, Doug, George Blasen, Paula R., Cammie, Megan
Barlow (niece of Tracy Flanders), Heather, and Sharon

BAPTISM

Oren Lee uecker Herman, son on Joordn and Caleb, August 15. 
Emma Ann Durfee, daughter of Kristin and Joseph, September 5.

BIRTHDAYS

We are thankful for Jack Ballou, Ella Atkinson, and Gabe Orcutt, who re-
cently celebrated birthdays. My God bless and guide each one in this next
year.

SYMPATHY

For the family of Mary Bremer, mother of Kathy Tokarek.
For the family of Marva Stevens, mother of Dave Stevens.
For the family of Sophie, a neighbor of the Rhodes family.
For the more than 693,000 people in the uS who have died from COVID-19

HOME BOuND

Al     Joyce    Tudy    Else    Judy    Ruth    Lynn Barb

PRAYER FOCuS

Church council, pastors, staff, church leadership 
The Re-Entry Task Force and church ministry teams
Bishops Elizabeth Eaton and Craig Satterlee
Grace Lutheran Church in Hastings
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Rev Molly Bosscher and their
       Presiding Bishop Michael Curry
Lutheran Diaster Relief for the wildfires
ELCA Hunger for a water project, our 4th quarter Quiet Offering
Students at Northview Next Career Center
Dégagé and other agencies as they cope with the effects of COVID-19

THE EPISTLE is published monthly as a
ministry of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church of
Grand Rapids, Michigan. The congregation is
invited to submit articles to the Editorial
Staff. Articles are due by the second Sunday
of each month. Support Staff: Sue Stevens
and Linda Reyelts.

Church Staff
Ministers .................................All Members
Senior Pastor ............................David Blank

Minister of Worship & Music 
.......................................Jonathan Lonsway
Treasurer..........................Denise Spaulding
Administrative Assistant ..........Sue Stevens
Coord. of Worship Tech ............Josh Crystal
Coord. of Early Childhood

Ministry ......................Susan VanderLaan
Custodian ..................................Eric Glazier
Maintenance .....................Mike Fessenden
Phone Number: ...................616-363-2381
Fax Number: ........................616-363-5713
Website:  saintlukeschurch.org
E-mail: office@saintlukeschurch.org
Facebook: facebook.com/stlukesgr
Address: 3215 Four Mile Rd.

Grand Rapids, MI 49525

Congregation Council
President ..................................Bill Granger
Vice President .........................Karen Fisher
Secretary.........................Christine Crandell
Connecting liaison.......................................
Digital Presence liaison ....Andy Gunderson
Faith Formation liaison ...........Beth Warloe
Finance liaison...........................Eric Bricker
Good News liaison .............Theresa Cottrell
Growth & Prop liaison..............Pastor Dave
Safety & Risk Mgmt liaison......Beth Warloe
Social Justice liaison ....................................
Stewardship liaison .....................................
Worship & Music liaison........Mike Lampen
Liaison at Large .........................Diane Rabe

We are a 

congregation
steohen

MINISTRY



On July 1, 2021, a new mission began in the North/West
Lower Michigan Synod. After much work and collabora-
tion, the Synod submitted a grant proposal to the ELCA to
start a Synodically Authorized Worshipping Community
Explore at Grand Valley State university.

A Synodically Authorized Worshiping Community Explore
is a tool to assess the viability of starting a worshiping com-
munity. It is the way all new worshiping communities
begin. If after six months there are clear signs that a com-
munity is forming, then it can become an officially recog-
nized Synodically Authorized Worshiping Community. It
can then remain a worshiping community in the future or it
can move on to a Congregation under Development and
eventually a fully recognized congregation.

Pastor Kate Van Valkenburg, part-time pastor of Bread of
Life Lutheran Church in Hudsonville, has been contracted
to lead the Explore and will do so while continuing her
work at Bread of Life. The Synod is also partnering with
united Christian Campus Ministry (uCCM), an ecumenical
partnership with the united Methodist and the Presbyte-
rian Church uSA. uCCM provides campus ministries for
Grand Valley State university, Grand Rapids Community
College, and Kendall School of Design.

On Friday August 13, I gathered with Pastor Kate Van
Valkenburg, Pastor Julie Schneider-Thomas (Grand Rapids
Conference Dean) and others at Grand Valley State univer-
sity for a Commissioning Service. Following the commis-
sioning, the group walked the campus and Pastor Van
Valkenburg shared prayers of blessing.

Then the group moved to Grand Rapids Community Col-
lege where they shared prayers of blessing.

During move-in day at GVSu, Pastor Van Valkenburg and
Nancy Janisch, director of uCCM shared greetings and
popsicles with students as they arrived on campus.

The North/West Lower Michigan Synod, with help from
the ELCA, supports Lutheran Campus Ministries at Michi-
gan State university, Western Michigan university, Kala-
mazoo College, and Central Michigan university. There are
over 40 universities, colleges, and community colleges on
the territory of the Synod. To connect with a local campus
ministry, you can refer a student through the LuMin web-
site at: luminelca.org/ministries/

A New Mission Begins at Grand Valley State university
By the Rev. David E. Sprang, Assistant to the Bishop and
Director of Evangelical Mission

Reprinted with permission from the North/West Lower Michigan Synod Newsletter, mittensynod.org – September 2021

Pastor Kate Van Valkenburg (forward-left), Pastor David Sprang
(right) and others at Grand Valley State University.

Pastor Kate Van Valkenburg and others share prayers of
blessings.


