
OUR MISSION: TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN

OUR VISION: CONNECTING WITH GOD, EACH OTHER AND OUR WORLD

WE ARE DELIGHTED TO WORSHIP WITH YOU TODAY

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, September 19, 2021 - 9:30 am Outdoor Service

ST. LUKE’S
Lutheran Church



� COVID-19 Safety

1. Wear a mask at all times
3. Stay home when ill
4. Wash your hands!

� Holy Communion will be offered. Please
remain seated and the elements will be
brought to you.

� You may download the bulletin on the
Realm Connect app for viewing on a mobile
device.

� Childcare will not be offered at this time,
due to health concerns. We welcome
children of all ages in worship, including the
innocent noises they bring with them!

� Join us in worship online on our website or
on our Facebook page!

facebook.com/stlukesgr

This is a great way to stay connected with
our community when you are traveling or
cannot attend in-person.

Regular: Pastor or Assisting Minister
Bold: Congregation
Italics: Information

* Please stand if you are able

☩ May make the sign of the cross

Worship Notes
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PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
whose teaching is life,
whose presence is sure,
and whose love is endless.
Amen.

Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God our comforter:
like lost sheep, we have gone astray.
We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed.
Free us from our sin, gracious God.
Listen when we call out to you for help.
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves.
Amen.

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous.
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.
Amen.

*GATHERING SONG Golden Breaks the Dawn (852)

1 Golden breaks the dawn, comes the eastern sun;
like a rider strong, set the course to run.
Birds above me fly, flowers bloom below;
through the earth and sky God's great mercies flow.

2 Holy, living God, keep me safe today;
though I weary plod, make me kind, I pray.
Let me guide our youth, honor weak and old;
let me serve with truth, and God's love unfold.

3 Give me daily bread, while I do my part;
bright skies overhead, gladness in my heart.
Simple wants provide, evil let me shun;
Jesus at my side, till the day is done.

Text: Tzu-chen Chao; para. Frank W. Price, 1885-1974
Text © 1977 by Chinese Christian Literature Council Ltd, Hong Kong, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-703302

3



*GREETING

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us as beloved children.
Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we may walk in your ways of wisdom
and understanding as servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

READING Jeremiah 11:18-20
18It was the Lord who made it known to me, and I knew;

then you showed me their evil deeds.
19But I was like a gentle lamb

led to the slaughter.
And I did not know it was against me

that they devised schemes, saying,
“Let us destroy the tree with its fruit,

let us cut him off from the land of the living,
so that his name will no longer be remembered!”

20But you, O Lord of hosts, who judge righteously,
who try the heart and the mind,

let me see your retribution upon them,
for to you I have committed my cause.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 54
1Save me, O God, by your name;

in your might, defend my cause.
2Hear my prayer, O God;
give ear to the words of my mouth.

3For strangers have risen up against me, and the ruthless have sought my life,
those who have no regard for God.

4Behold, God is my helper;
it is the Lord who sustains my life.

5Render evil to those who spy on me;
in your faithfulness, destroy them.

6I will offer you a freewill sacrifice
and praise your name, O Lord, for it is good.

7For you have rescued me from every trouble,
and my eye looks down on my enemies.

READING James 3:13–4:3, 7-8a
13Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are
done with gentleness born of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in
your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. 15Such wisdom does not come down
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from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16For where there is envy and selfish
ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. 17But the wisdom from
above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits,
without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. 18And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace
for those who make peace.

4:1Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come
from your cravings that are at war within you? 2You want something and do not have it; so
you commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in
disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not
receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures.
7Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8aDraw near
to God, and he will draw near to you.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 2 Thessalonians 2:14

Alleluia. God has called us through the proclamation of the good news,
that we may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. Alleluia.

*GOSPEL READING Mark 9:30-37

The Gospel according to Mark, chapter 9. Glory to you, O Lord.

30[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to
know it; 31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be
betrayed into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will
rise again.” 32But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him.

33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What
were you arguing about on the way?” 34But they were silent, for on the way they had argued
with one another who was the greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them,
“Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 36Then he took a little child
and put it among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever welcomes
one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but
the one who sent me.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON The Rev. Marcia Schultz

*HYMN OF THE DAY Children of the Heavenly Father (781)

1 Children of the heav'nly Father
safely in his bosom gather;
nestling bird nor star in heaven
such a refuge e'er was given.

2 God his own doth tend and nourish,
in his holy courts they flourish.
From all evil things he spares them,
in his mighty arms he bears them.
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3 Neither life nor death shall ever
from the Lord his children sever;
unto them his grace he showeth,
and their sorrows all he knoweth.

4 Though he giveth or he taketh,
God his children ne'er forsaketh;
his the loving purpose solely
to preserve them pure and holy.

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870-1958
Text © 1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-703302

*APOSTLE’S CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

God of community, we pray for the church around the world. Unite us in our love for you.
Help us overcome our divisions, that we are encouraged to work together for your sake.
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of creation, we pray for this hurting earth. Awaken in us a new desire to care for this
world and empower us to support agencies, organizations, and individual efforts to heal our
environment. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of cooperation, we pray for nations of the world embroiled in conflict (especially).
Inspire leaders to listen to each other and work towards peaceful solutions to
disagreements. Protect the vulnerable, especially children, who cannot find safety in their
home or country. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
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God of comfort, we pray for all who live with mental or physical illness. Help them find
appropriate care. Bring healing and wholeness when the path forward seems bleak. Lord, in
your mercy, hear our prayer.

God of compassion, we pray for the young people of this congregation. Renew in us your call
to welcome the children in our midst. As they grow, strengthen their faith and our
commitment to them. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of consolation, we give you thanks for our loved ones who have died and pray for all
who grieve today (especially). Shine your grace on all your saints. Lord, in your mercy, hear
our prayer.

Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

*SHARING THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you all. And also with you.

Let us share God’s peace with one another.

Worshipers are invited to greet those around you, remembering to observe social distance and refrain
from physical touch.

*OFFERING PRAYER

God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from
the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering
of our lives to nourish the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

*GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise.

In the night in which He was betrayed our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples saying, Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for
all to drink, saying, This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

*LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
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and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

All who hunger and thirst, come. The table is ready.

*DISTRIBUTION

Please remain seated, the elements will be brought to you. If you would prefer a blessing, please cross
your arms. Gluten free bread is available by request. The wine is red and the grape juice is white.

COMMUNION SONGS It’s What the Lord Has Done in Me

Verse 1
Let the weak say ‘I am strong’, let the poor say ‘I am rich’,
Let the blind say ‘I can see, it’s what the Lord has done in me’.
Let the weak say ‘I am strong’, let the poor say ‘I am rich’,
Let the blind say ‘I can see, it’s what the Lord has done in me’.

Chorus
Hosanna, hosanna to the Lamb that was slain!
Hosanna, hosanna! Jesus died and rose again!

Verse 2
Into the river I will wade; there my sins are washed away.
From the heaven’s mercy streams of the Savior’s love for me.
I will rise from waters deep into the saving arms of God.
I will sing salvation songs; Jesus Christ has set me free. Chorus 2x

Ending
Let the weak say ‘I am strong’, let the poor say ‘I am rich’,
Let the blind say ‘I can see, it’s what the Lord has done in me’.

Reuben Morgan © 1998 Hillsong Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)
All rights reserved. Used by permission. CCLI License #74231

Strengthen for Service, Lord (497)

1 Strengthen for service, Lord, the hands
that holy things have taken;
and let the ears that heard your word
to falsehood never waken.

2 The tongues that sang your holy name
now purge of all deception;
keep bright the eyes that saw your love
and sharpen their perception.

3 And may the feet that walked your courts
be never lured to wander;
but lead the faithful nourished here
to journey on in splendor.

Text: Syriac Liturgy of Malabar; tr. composite. Public Domain.
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*AFTER COMMUNION

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.
Amen.

*BLESSING FOR ONLINE WORSHIPERS

*PRAYER OF THANKS

Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of
salvation.
Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the abundance
of your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

*BLESSING

People of God,
You are Christ’s body,
Bringing new life to a suffering world.
The Holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
Bless you now and forever.
Amen.

*SENDING SONG The Lord Now Sends Us Forth (538)

The Lord now sends us forth
with hands to serve and give,
to make of all the earth
a better place to live. Repeat

The angels are not sent
into our world of pain
to do what we were meant
to do in Jesus' name;
that falls to you and me
and all who are made free.
Help us, O Lord, we pray,
to do your will today. Repeat

Text: Anonymous, Central America; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923
English text © 1998 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-703302

*DISMISSAL

Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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St. Luke’s Lutheran Church
3215 Four Mile Rd. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525
Office Phone: 616-363-2381

Email: office@saintlukeschurch.org
Website: saintlukeschurch.org
Facebook: facebook.com/stlukesgr

Lector................................................................................................... Tracy Flanders
Greeter ................................................................................................ Monty Williams
Usher .............................................................................................. (Meredith Bricker)

WORSHIP SERVANTS

Senior Pastor ..........................................................................................David M. Blank
Minister of Spiritual Formation & Assistant to the Sr. Pastor ..............................Sharon Ross
Minister of Worship & Music .................................................................Jonathan Lonsway

WORSHIP LEADERS

All liturgy from sundaysandseasons.com © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All
rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License
# SB118893.
Music reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-703302 and CCLI License #
74231.

New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989, Division of Christian
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Revised Common Lectionary © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts,
admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.


